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CIRCUS 

DEFENDS 

ITSELF 

FROM 

ATTACK 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


A CIRCUS that is 
due to visit 
Porthcawl next 
week has defended 
itself after coming 
under attack from 
an animal charity. 

By an unusual coinci¬ 
dence, a press release 
from Circus Mondao 
announcing its visit, 
which arrived at The 
GEM at 1.21pm on 
Monday, was followed 
three minutes later by 
one from Animal 
Defenders International 
(ADI), urging Porthcawl 
residents to boycott it. 

Jan Creamer, the chief 
executive of ADI, said: 
“Animals with travelling 
circuses are on the road 
for almost the entire year. 
That means they have to 
endure constant trans¬ 
portation and live in rudi¬ 
mentary, temporary 
accommodation. 

“We urge people to 
visit circuses with human 
only acts - those acts 
have a choice.” 

However, Petra 
Jackson of Circus 
Mondao, told The GEM 
that she was familiar 
with the attacks made by 
ADI and launched a pas¬ 
sionate defence. 

She said: “Our ani¬ 
mals are kept in good 
quality stables and are 
inspected regularly. The 
local council calls at 
every new venue and we 


have had compliments on 
our animal welfare stan¬ 
dards. We encourage 
people to visit the ani¬ 
mals after the show and 
we have nothing to hide.” 

Circus Mondao adver¬ 
tises that it has a wheel of 
death act (featuring the 
Mondao Brothers), and 
traditional circus acts 
such as jugglers, aerial 
artists and showgirls. 

The animals include 
zebras, camels, llamas, 
horses, ponies, and 
pigeons. 

Petra Jackson said: 
“The camels are used to 
give rides to children, 
and the zebras, llamas 
and others are used in a 
parade.” 

She said that the hors¬ 
es did pirouettes and 
graceful movements in 
the ring, and the pigeons 
performed to music. 

She added: “A trained 
dog won Britain’s Got 
Talent, and yet we are 
always being singled out 
by animal charities, who 
say that animals should 
not be trained to do tricks 

“Animal welfare 
inspectors all around the 
UK have been happy 
with the condition of our 
animals, and people in 
Porthcawl are welcome 
to come and see for 
themselves.” 

Circus Mondao have 
never visited Porthcawl 
before. They will be on 
Coney Beach car park, 
from April 16-21. 


Man sought after 
Brackla pub blaze 


POLICE in 
Bridgend are 
appealing for infor¬ 
mationfollowing a 
fire at a former pub, 
at about 3.25pm on 
Monday (April 8). 

Emergency services 
were called to The 
Haywain pub in 
Coychurch Road, after 
a member of the public 
noticed smoke coming 
from the building, 
which is currently 
unoccupied. 

The cause of the fire 
is under investigation. 
A man was seen run¬ 


ning away from the 
scene, along 
Coychurch Road 
towards Brackla Way. 

He is described as 
white, aged 20 to 30, 

5ft Wins tall, of medi¬ 
um build, with ‘mousey 
brown coloured short 
hair’, and wearing a 
red and blue jacket and 
jeans. Police have 
asked for him to come 
forward. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation should contact 
Bridgend CID on 
01656 679518, or 
Crimestoppers (free 
and anonymously) on 
0800 555 111. 



Man was tasered 
by police after 

iosing iU - COURT TOLD 


A JOBLESS man “brought 
terror to the community” 
in Porthcawl, Cardiff 
Crown Court has heard. 

Jonathan Edwards (47) went 
on the rampage after his rela¬ 
tionship with a woman broke 
up. He started a large fire in a 
garden, and the incident ended 
when an armed police response 
group were forced to taser him. 

Edwards, of Suffolk Place, 
Porthcawl, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of affray and was sen¬ 
tenced to a 12 month communi¬ 
ty order involving supervision. 

Prosecutor Gareth James said 
that on September 2 last year, he 
started a large fire in the garden 
at 5pm. 

As a result, the police were 
called and PC Hugh Davies took 
a hose and tried to put it out. 

At that point, Edwards came 
out of his house and accused the 
police of trespassing. 

He became angry, went inside 
and returned wearing a crash 
helmet, a scarf around his neck, 
waterproof trousers and a utility 
belt containing two pairs of scis¬ 
sors and leather gloves. 

“Police thought he was 
drunk, or that there was a men¬ 
tal health issue,” said Mr James. 

The officer continued to 
attempt to extinguish the fire, 
but Edwards then appeared 


I REPORT by 

I AJSICLUNA 

again wielding an ice pick and a 
golf club. 

At this point, said Mr James, 
PC Davies realised he knew the 
defendant because they played 
rugby together and taken part 
in Porthcawl Dragon Boat races. 

Edwards struck at the fence 
with the ice pick, and he threat¬ 
ened to kill and injure the police. 

He was sprayed with CS gas, 
went into his house and 
returned, this time wearing a 
scarf and safety goggles, and 
made further threats, shouting: 
“Now you are going to have it.” 

He went into a nearby lane, 
still making threats to kill, 
which caused neighbours and 
children to be alarmed. 

An armed police response 
unit arrived on the scene and 
found Edwards “ranting and 
raving”, talking about “the 
black devils”. 

He also said: “I’m going to 
take out all the smackheads in 
this street.” 

By now, he had an armchair 
over a shoulder and was holding 
a silver horn. He was tasered 
and fell to the ground. 

Mr James said he told the 
police his relationship had bro¬ 
ken up and he had decided to 


burn all the mementos. 

“He was extremely apolo¬ 
getic, and expressed total 
remorse, offered to pay for any 
damage and said he felt terrible 
about his behaviour.” 

His counsel, Matthew Cobb, 
said Edwards’ behaviour had 
improved dramatically. 

“What happened was so out 
of character. It was bizarre. He 
has a sleep deprivation disor¬ 
der.” 

Recorder Simon Mills said he 
was prepared to follow the rec¬ 
ommendation of reports because 
of the time the defendant had 
spent in custody. 

He said that Edwards 
believed the police were being 
heavy handed with him. 
Thankfully, he said, no-one was 
injured. 

“You suffer from a sleep dis¬ 
order, you had stopped taking 
your medication and you were 
smoking cannabis.” 

The Recorder said: “You 
went out of control and com¬ 
pletely lost it.” 

Testimonials, he said, have 
showed a totally different side to 
him. 

“What you did brought terror 
to the community,” he said, but 
he had been in custody for 50 
days and had been on a curfew 
for 167. 

No order was made for costs. 


To find out why this 
Maesteg-based band (above) 
is celebrating, please turn 
to page 6. 


Pencerdd Gwalia 
Festival 2013 

to remember the centenary of 

JOHN THOMAS 1826-1913 


ANNIVERSARY 

CONCERT 


Saturday, 13 April, 7.30pm 

Capel yTabernacI, Bridgend 


Artists 

CATRIN FINCH (Telyn/Harp) 
GARY GRIFFITHS (Baritone) 
HANNAH STONE (Telyn/Harp) 
KATHERINE THOMAS (Telyn/Harp) 

Winners of the Pencerdd Gwalia Competitions. 
Cor TabernacI Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr. 
Conductor: Dr. Kevin Adams. 

PROGAMME WILL INCLUDE 
THE MUSIC OF JOHN THOMAS. 

Tickets £10 available on iine 
from Creighton’s Coiiection. 

Best performance of 
John Thomas Music 
COMPETITION 
• Entry Free • 

10am-4pm Saturday 13 April 
Sony Theatre, Bridgend College. 
£1000 prize (under 25’s). £500 prize (under 17’s). 

A' n. t'r S— 

tw V 

Coleg Telyn Cymru is grateful for the support given by the Arts 
Council of Wales towards the John Thomas Festival Concert. 


Enquiries contact Lowri Phiiiips on 
01446 648818. For fuii details piease check 
WWW. pencerddgwaiia. com 
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ABOVE: John Corbett has extended his 
skills on an apprenticeship course. 

Apprenticeship 
takes mature 
view of skills 
in workplace 


A BRIDGEND 
housing organisa¬ 
tion has become 
one the first in 
Wales to complete 
a new apprentice¬ 
ship scheme, aimed 
at developing the 
skills of current 
employees. 

Valleys to Coast 
Housing, a not-for- 
profit housing associa¬ 
tion, provided the 
apprentice course in 
Surveying, Property 
and Maintenance, to 
two of its employees. 

The scheme, award¬ 
ed by Asset skills, via 
the Welsh Assembly’s 
Sector Priority Fund 
Pilot Programme, 
allowed John Corbett, 
a 50-year-old asset sur¬ 
veyor from Maesteg, to 
develop his skills at 
College Ystrad 
Mynach. 

Valleys to Coast 
Housing selected John 
for the course after he 
showed the potential to 
develop and progress 


further. During the 
course, he combined 
time at the college to 
build his theoretical 
knowledge, with prac¬ 
tical assessments in the 
workplace. 

He said: 

“Completing this 
apprenticeship has 
helped me take a big 
step forward in terms 
of my professional 
development. 

“It has helped me 
develop into a manage¬ 
rial role, and has also 
helped with my confi¬ 
dence when undertak¬ 
ing more demanding 
tasks.” 

Steve Ward, course 
tutor at College Ystrad 
Mynach, added: 

“When people think of 
apprenticeships, they 
tend to focus on 
school-leavers, but this 
course focuses on those 
already in the work¬ 
place, and develops 
their existing skills 
even further.” 


‘Sing with Us’ 
choir comes 
to Bridgend 


IN 2010, Tenovus 
created their first 
choir and under¬ 
took pioneering 
research that 
proved singing to 
be beneficial for 
cancer patients; 
reducing their feel¬ 
ings of isolation, 
anxiety and pain. 

Tenovus now run six 
choirs for cancer 
patients, survivors, car¬ 
ers and people bereaved 
through cancer across 
south and west Wales, 
with more planned to 
launch throughout Wales 
during 2013, and the 
next, in Bridgend, begins 
on April 8. 

The ‘Sing with Us’ 
choirs meet weekly, 
singing a range of pop 
songs from Queen to 
Katrina & The Waves, 


Take That to Jackie 
Wilson! 

Rehearsals are lively 
and upbeat, with the 
focus on learning music 
at a pace that suits every¬ 
one. You don't need to 
be able to read music or 
be a great singer to join 
in - every single voice 
counts! 

Bridgend Sing with 
Us choir will meet at 
Brackla Tabernacle, 
6.30pm - 8pm every 
Monday. If you would 
like to join the choir 
then come along to the 
next rehearsal, or if you 
want to find out more 
information, call 

Freephone Cancer 
Support Line 0808 808 
1010, visit www.ten- 
ovus.org.uk/singwithus, 
or email 

singwithus @ tenovus.org 
.uk. 


^MMR CLINIC AT 
HOSPITAL WAS 
FIRST CLASS’ 


T he NHS, and 
the Labour-led 
Welsh 

Government on 
occasions come in 
for some criticism; 
how^ever, resulting 
from a letter inform¬ 
ing my son’s medical 
records did not note, 
he was administered 
a second MMR 
booster, I - along 
with many other 
parents - attended 
the emergency MMR 
clinic at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital in 
Bridgend. 

The organisation of 
the event was first class; 
in the period that I was 
present at the hospital, 
there were no com¬ 
plaints from parents who 
like myself, were grate¬ 
ful that the NHS in 
Wales had responded in 
a efficient and positive 
manner to keep our 
communities safe fol¬ 
lowing an epidemic in 
south Wales where over 
500 cases of measles 
had been diagnosed. 

The turnaround for 
my son was less than 90 
minutes. The NHS and 
staff must be offered a 
lot of praise and credit 
for the effort, work and 


the success of this initia¬ 
tive over a short period 
of time. 

As the queue grew 
bigger, more staff were 
being called into work at 
short notice due to the 
high number of parents 
arriving for the immuni¬ 
sation, ensuring that 
everyone was seen and 
the queue remained at 
an acceptable level. 

Thanks to the efforts 
and commitment of staff 
within the NHS, along 
with the parents who 
had their children vacci¬ 
nated, this can only help 
to eradicate the terrible 
virus. 

Health chiefs have 
warned that the epidem¬ 
ic could leave unprotect¬ 
ed children brain-dam- 
aged and with other dis¬ 
abilities. 

If there is to be one 
legacy from today’s 
events, it is that parents 
and carers continue to 
have the MMR vaccina¬ 
tion to protect their 
loved ones, which in 
turn will help to eradi¬ 
cate an epidemic in 
Bridgend and across 
south Wales. 

Coun David White, 
Newcastle ward, 
Bridgend. 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR emailgemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


THE LEGEND LIVES ON’ 


M any 

thanks to 

Porthcawl Jazz 
Festival and the 
Grand Pavilion for 
the concert by 
Kenny Ball's Jazz 
Men last Saturday. 


My better half only 
came along because 
I wanted to go, but 
she was surprised, 
as she knew all the 
songs and really 
enjoyed every 
minute. 

It was a great celebra¬ 


tion of more innocent 
and simpler times, and it 
was good to see the 
Kenny Ball legend will 
live on. 

Singing Hen Wlad fy 
Nhadau is always a hair 
on the back of the neck 
moment, and it was even 
more so this time, sung 


FROM LIMA TO LLANTWIT 


ARE RED KITES 
IN THE AREA? 

I READ recently that Red Kites have 
been seen near Cowbridge, and I 
wonder if anyone can confirm the 
sightings. 

It’s very rare to see one this far south and if they 
are expanding into the rural area, it is great news. 

I spotted a lone kite over the fields behind 
Sigingston and took pictures showing the markings 
and signature forked tale. 

Stuart Yendle 
St Athan 

GEM NOTE: Stuart’s photos are not, unfortunate¬ 
ly, clear enough to print, but they do support his 
belief that it was a Red Kite. If a GEM reader with 
a high-powered camera can spot the bird, we would 
be delighted to publish the image. 


A pril 4 was 
Esther 
Jones’ birth¬ 
day; she would 
have turned 81, but 
God decided that 
she should join her 
beloved husband, 
Albert, last 
September. 

I attended Atlantic 
College almost 30 years 
ago, and have ever since 
gone back there almost 
every year. Llantwit 
Major saw me grow up, 
I drank my first pints 
there! 

I loved the Old Swan 
and the Tudor Tavern 
and Esther and Albert’s 
Crofters Cafeteria 
became part of the stu¬ 


dents’ life. For a 
Peruvian national, as 
well as for so many 
international ex-students 
of Atlantic College like 
myself, Llantwit is 
Wales and for some, it is 
even the UK. 

Llantwit is the mirror 
of the United Kingdom 
in many parts of the 
world and all its resi¬ 
dents should be proud of 
that. 

Llantwit Major and 
many of its residents - 
like Esther and Albert - 
are in many of our hearts 
and the town itself and 
all our teenage experi¬ 
ences have helped us 
become who we are. 

From far away Peru - 
the county of Paddington 
Bear - I want to thank 


'Control dogs in 
lambing season’ 


PACT meetings 

MORFA TOWN PACT at Penybont Primary 
School, Minerva Street on Monday, April 8, at 
6.30pm. 

MORFA WILDMILL PACT at the Community 
Life Centre, the Precinct, Wildmill on Thursday, 
April 11, at 6.30pm. 

CEFN GLAS, LLANGEWYDD and BRYN- 
HYERYD PACT at Llangewydd Junior School, on 
Monday, April 15, at 5.30pm. 

NEWCASTLE PACT at the Civic Offices, 
Angel Street on Wednesday, April 24, at 6.30pm. 

BRACKLA PACT at Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla Way, Brackla, Bridgend on Thursday, April 
25, at 6.30pm . 

COITY PACT at Gilead Chapel, Heol Spencer 
on Thursday, May 2, at 7pm. 

BRYNTIRION, LALESTON and MERTHYR 
MAWR PACT at Laleston Gardening Club, 
Laleston, on Friday, May 9, at 7pm. 


Tai Chi club’s charity event 

THE Phoenix Rising Tai Chi Club (Porthcawl and 
Pyle) is holding a fundraising event for cancer 
research at the Hi-Tide, Porthcawl, on Saturday, 
May 11,12.30pm-2.30pm. 

There will be demonstrations of Tai Chi, an 
explanation of the health benefits of practising Tai 
Chi, and also free ‘taster sessions’where people can 
try a few sequences themselves. 


W ITH the 
lambing 
season 
under way, Dogs 
Trust is reminding 
owners to be cau¬ 
tious and keep their 
dogs under close 
control to ensure 
they do not worry 
livestock. 

It is a criminal 
offence to allow a dog to 
chase or attack livestock 


Is Cardiff Airport 
just a uanitp project? 


N OW that the 
Assembly 
has bought 
Cardiff Airport for 
almost double what 
it is worth, where 
are they going to 
find the money 
required to improve 
it? 

Access is always 
quoted as an issue and 
yet arguably Bristol 
Airport is harder to get 
to. A rail/tram link 
directly into the terminal 
would improve matters 
and could be achieved 
with a spur from the line 
as it leaves Porthkerry 
Park. 

By vehicle, the road 


from Culverhouse Cross 
needs better signage and 
some upgrading. 

The terminal needs a 
complete makeover and 
proper baggage and peo¬ 
ple handling facilities, 
but the main problem is 
customers! 

How are they going to 
attract travellers to a 
rather tatty airport unless 
there are flights going to 
places people want to go 
to? 

We know that the run¬ 
way can take big jets, so 
why are there no long 
haul flights? Is this just 
another vanity project 
which will become a 
white elephant? 

Alec Trousdell 
Dyffryn 


you all for having given 
me the opportunity to 
get to know and love 
your beautiful town and 
your wonderful people. 

Esther and Albert 
became my family and 
so did all of you. Happy 
birthday, Esther! 

Daniel Carrio 
Lima, Peru 


in memory of Kenny, 
and accompanied by his 
band, one of whom has 
been entrusted with 
Kenny’s trumpet. 

It was a real privilege 
to be entertained by 
some of the best virtu¬ 
osos of that style of 
music on this planet (this 
is no exaggeration). 

To think that to enjoy 
a truly world class per¬ 
formance we only had to 
pay an affordable ticket 
price and travel as far as 
our friendly local venue 
in Porthcawl, owned and 
managed, incidentally, 
by Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 
Congratulations to all 
concerned. 

Dr Charles Smith 
Bridgend 


Foresight is a 
wonderful gift! 


on agricultural land and 
the dog only needs to be 
in a field with sheep to 
legally constitute an 
offence of worrying. 

By law, farmers are 
permitted to destroy a 
dog that injures or wor¬ 
ries their animals so pre¬ 
vention is key to ensure 
both animals remain 
safe. 

Clarissa Baldwin, 

Dogs Trust chief execu¬ 
tive 


I DO not claim to 
be particularly 
prescient, nor 
am I a professional 
clairvoyant, but 
with a little Romani 
blood coursing 
through my veins, 
and with the power 
of The GEM, fore¬ 
sight can be a won¬ 
derful gift. 

Under the headline 
‘Worry for Uncle Sam’m 
September 2012, The 
GEM published a letter 
written by me on 
Cyprus. 

I referred to the then 
President of the 
European Union being 
Demetrius Christofias, a 
Communist from Cyprus 
- a fact that the media 
seemed to have ignored, 
and I said, “He ascended 
to the EU position only 
days after Cyprus was 
forced to request an EU 
‘bail-out’ for its 


bankers.” 

Two out of three cred¬ 
it rating agencies had 
downgraded Cyprus ... 
the Americans were wor¬ 
ried ... and I ended 
“Watch this space”. 

Well, as I write, 
Cyprus is in meltdown. 
Whatever happens, the 
EU, the Euro, Western 
capitalism, will never be 
quite the same again. Is 
any bank deposit safe? 

Again, I say, through 
the columns of The 
GEM, watch this space! 
In Greece, right-wing 
and neo-fascist politi¬ 
cians are already MPs; 
the same in Hungary, 
France, Italy and 
Sweden. 

A new, and at the 
same time, old spectre is 
stalking European poli¬ 
tics. Our own general 
election next time will 
be fascinating viewing. 
Christopher Short 
Barry 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 18) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

11 Thur 

07.52 

9.8 

20.08 

9.7 

12 Fri 

08.28 

9.7 

20.42 

9.6 

13 Sat 

09.01 

9.5 

21.12 

9.4 

14 Sun 

09.34 

9.3 

21.46 

9.2 

15 Mon 

10.05 

8.9 

22.16 

8.8 

16 Tues 

10.37 

8.4 

22.51 

8.2 

17 Wed 

11.17 

8.0 

23.33 

7.9 

18 Thur 



12.09 

7.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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The winning team from 1092 
(Bridgend) Squadron with their Officer 


Commanding Fit Lt Peter Meath 


Thursday, April 11th, 2013 
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ROUND-UP with AJ SICLUNA 


Community order 
for man after 
Bridgend assault 


AN attacker was 
deeply shocked 
after watching a 
CCTV recording 
which showed him 
assaulting a man in 
Bridgend, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

Thomas Agnew (22), 
a groundworker of Bryn 
Deri, Bryntirion, admit¬ 
ted a charge of assault 
and was sentenced to a 
community order for 
two years involving 


supervision. He was also 
made subject to an elec¬ 
tronically-tagged curfew 
from 7pm to 6am. 

Prosecutor John 
Warren said the attack 
occurred about 9.30pm 
outside a Spar store in 
Ewenny Road, 

Bridgend. 

There had earlier been 
an incident between 
Agnew and the victim in 
a pub. 

Agnew punched him 
twice to the face, caus¬ 
ing him to suffer bruis¬ 
ing and grazing. 


Another man also struck 
the victim. 

When arrested, 
Agnew said: “Eve been 
expecting you.” 

Mr Warren said he 
indicated he could 
remember little of the 
incident because of the 
amount he had drunk. 

“He was drunk”, he 
said, “On a scale of one 
to ten, at eight point 
five.” 

He stressed there had 
been no kicking, and 
when shown the CCTV 
footage, he indicated he 


^Brazen benefit fraufT 
by Pencoed plumber 

AN ex-plumber 
took part in a 
“brazen example of 
benefit fraud,” a 
judge said at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Raymond Adams 
(59), unlawfully 

received payments from 
the DWP of more than 
£30,000. 

At the time, said pros¬ 
ecutor David Pinnell, he 
had 45 bank accounts, 
and capital of between 
£11,000 and £73,000. 

Adams, of Pant Glas, 

Pencoed, Bridgend, 
admitted five charges of 
failing to notify changes 
in his circumstances. 

He was jailed for 
eight months, the sen¬ 
tence suspended for a 
year, and ordered to 
carry out 200 hours 
unpaid work. 

Said Judge Richard 


Twomlow: “This was a 
brazen example of bene¬ 
fit fraud.” 

He said Adams had 
made false claims from 
the beginning and 
added: “You could not 
possibly have believed 
you were entitled to 
income support or hous¬ 
ing benefit. It was quite 
disgraceful offending.” 

Mr Pinnell said the 
offences occurred 
between March 2008 
and March 2012. 

He received income 
support plus housing 
benefit, and the total loss 
was more than £30,000. 

He had large amounts 
in his bank accounts, but 
if he had had £6,000 or 
less, he would be eligi¬ 
ble for some benefits. 

The authorities dis¬ 
covered last year that he 
had a number of 
accounts with banks and 
building societies. 


He said he had been 
unwell, and didn’t know 
how much he had, as his 
mother controls his 
financial affairs. 

He also said he had 
withdrawn £26,000 with 
a view to moving to 
Spain. 

His counsel. Hash 
Salman, said: “He has 
repaid the full amount 
and he accepts the 
aggravating features and 
that the custody thresh- 
hold has been crossed.” 

Mr Salman said he 
was a man of clean char¬ 
acter, but suffers from a 
bipolar disorder, depres¬ 
sion and a chronic back 
injury. 

He added: “He is 
ashamed and remorse¬ 
ful.” 


had been shocked. 

He said the incident 
occurred because of a 
falling out because of 
the alleged theft of a lap¬ 
top computer. 

He was said to be in 
breach of a suspended 
sentence imposed for 
drug offences. 

They had come to 
light after a covert police 
operation in Bridgend 
town centre. 

The police made test 
purchases of drugs, 
believing they were buy¬ 
ing cocaine, Wt it turned 
out to be methadrone. 

His solicitor, Richard 
Chudleigh, said: 

“Agnew had had a prob¬ 
lem with drugs. The 
assault occurred because 
he had believed the lap¬ 
top had been stolen, and 
after had drunk far too 
much watching rugby on 
television.” 

He said the other man 
involved in the assault 
received a community 
order when he appeared 
before Vale Magistrates. 

Mr Chudleigh pointed 
out that if Agnew went 
to prison, he would lose 
his job and his accom¬ 
modation. 

Recorder Simon Mills 
said: “Having got drunk, 
two of you carried out a 
cowardly attack on one 
person.” 

The assault, he said, 
might have involved an 
element of provocation 


Two sought 
after train 
guard abused 


BRITISH 
Transport Police 
(BTP) are appeal¬ 
ing for help to trace 
two men, after a 
female guard was 
abused on a train 
between Cardiff 
and Bridgend on 
Saturday, January 
26. 

Investigating officer 
PC Steve Barr said: 
“Two men on the 
22:45hrs Cardiff to 
Carmarthen service 
began exchanging 
insults regarding foot¬ 
ball. 

“When the train guard 
approached them and 
asked them to stop 
swearing, they initially 
complied, before again 
starting to shout and 
swear at each other. 

“They were asked a 
second time to calm 


down and mind their lan¬ 
guage but at this point 
they both became 
extremely abusive to the 
train guard and pushed 
her away. The tirade of 
abuse continued as both 
men left the train at 
Pencoed. 

“Although uninjured, 
she was understandably 
upset by the behaviour 
of the men, which was 
entirely unacceptable. 

“Staff have the right 
to go about their work 
without suffering abu¬ 
sive and threatening 
behaviour.” 

The incident occurred 
just after 11pm on 
January 26. Anyone with 
information should con¬ 
tact British Transport 
Police on 0800 40 50 40 
quoting background ref¬ 
erence B5/WCA of 
03/04/2013; or 

Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555 111. 


Support group 
has trip down 
the Silk Road 


AT the March meet¬ 
ing of the Porthcawl 
Parkinson’s Support 
Group (PPSG), Les 
Charlesworth gave 
a slide show about a 
journey made on 
the famous ‘Silk 
Road’. 

The journey started 
from Banpo (just outside 
Xian in China). Here 
are the ruins of a 
Bronze Age village, that 
6,000 years ago pro¬ 
duced silk. 

The route goes on to 
Xian, with its renowned 
Terracotta Army, and 
then onward to Wuwei, 
where they discovered 
entombed bronze horses 
and riders. These date 
slightly before the terra¬ 
cotta army. 

Next was the 
Jiaguguan Museum, 
which has a ‘corridor of 
shame ’ exhibiting pic¬ 
tures of archaeologists 
who had stolen relics 
from the Magoa caves. 


near Dunhuang. There 
were images of tree- 
lined streets and under¬ 
ground canals ofTurfan 
city, a city situated 156 
meters below sea level. 

The journey contin¬ 
ued to the tranquillity of 
Heaven’s Lake, in the 
Tien Shan Mountains. 
This contrasted with the 
hustle and bustle of the 
Sunday market of 
Kashgar. 

The awe-inspiring 
journey continued 
through Kyrgyzstan, 
with its beautiful Al 
Archer valley, 
Uzbekistan, Samarkand 
and finally on to 
Bukhara and its famous 
madrasahs. 

Questions and 
answers followed this 
fascinating slideshow. 

The next meeting of 
the PPSG is at 10.30 am 
on Friday, April 26, at 
the Unitarian church 
schoolroom in Nottage. 

For further informa¬ 
tion , contact 01656 
783071 


CADET CHALLENGE AT 
PENCOED COLLEGE 


MORE than 50 local 
Air Cadets from 
seven local 
squadrons bad a 
successful games 
nigbt at tbe sports 
ball at Pencoed 
Campus of Bridgend 
College organised 
and run by staff and 
students of tbe col¬ 
lege’s BTEC Level 3 
public services 
course, assisted by 
tbe Royal Air Force. 

The cadets from Air 
Training Corps 
Squadrons in 
Aberkenfig, Bridgend, 
Cowbridge,Kenfig Hill, 
Maesteg, Pencoed and 
Porthcawl took part in a 


range of activities 
including using the col¬ 
lege’s climbing wall, a 
cat’s cradle exercise, 
and a mat slide, with 
the winners being 1092 
(Bridgend) Squadron. 

Prizes included a 
plaque for the winners, 
iTunes vouchers and 
taster sessions on the 
College’s climbing 
wall. 

The Air Cadets wel¬ 
comes new recruits and 
is open to boys and 
girls aged 13 and over. 
Details of local 
squadrons can be found 
at http://www.aircadets- 
3ww.org.uk/. 




Above: a cadet tackles the climbing wall. 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog's Trust to find 
caring homes for animals in 
their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


ABOVE: PALS GYPSY AND LOTTIE 
Gypsy and Lottie are a pair of tbree-year- 
old Staffies wbo are looking for a borne 
together. They are a playful and loving 
pair - really perfect for any Staffie fans 
out there! They are housetrained, can be 
left alone for a few hours, can live with 
older children, and they have lived with 
cats. These girls really love people, and 
would enjoy an active household. 

We have around 70 dogs at any one time at 
Dogs Trust Bridgend, so please do pop in to visit 
Tuesday-Sunday 12pm-4pm to see if your new 
best friend is waiting for you! LF 


Chaplain’s inside 
talk on Parc life 

I NEWS FROM THE NEWTON WI I 


NOW the light 
nights are here, many 
more ladies came to 
the recent meeting. 

Pearl welcomed 
everyone and went 
through the forthcoming 
events. 

We have a fashion 
show, a lunch in 
Mumbles, a garden party 
in Margam Park and our 
link meeting, so there is 
plenty to look forward 
to. 

Pearl welcomed our 
speaker, Tony Martin, 
Catholic chaplain to 
HMP Parc. 

He became a priest 
three years ago after 36 
years in local govern¬ 
ment. 

He told us that Parc is 
a private prison, one of 
only five in Britain. 


Tony looks after the pas¬ 
toral care of the prison¬ 
ers. 

He said that he 
thought the loss of free¬ 
dom was the worst pun¬ 
ishment for people. 

Parc has over 1,700 
prisoners in five differ¬ 
ent categories. 

The speaker had many 
questions from our 
ladies. 

His talk was very 
thought-provoking and 
many of us will now be 
looking at prison in a dif¬ 
ferent way. 

The vote of thanks 
was given by Betty. 
Ladies, if you would like 
to join us, call Pearl on 
01656 772657, or Pat on 
01656 788003. 

PT 


m 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your homel 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. * 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Book prizes 
I RECENTLY had the 
pleasure of attending the 
presentation of books to 
the most improved read¬ 
ers in each class at 
Tynyrheol primary 
school, Llangeinor. 

There was also a parade of 
the younger children at the 
school wearing the most elabo¬ 
rate Easter bonnets. 

The ingenuity of the parents 
who must spend hours design¬ 
ing and making these creations 
must be admired. 

They are all to be congratu¬ 
lated on their ejforts. 

Festive music 

COR Meibion Cwm Garw 
(Garw Valley male choir) 
recently performed at the 
Betws primary school festive 
evening. 

The school choir started the 
proceedings with ‘Mae Ganddo 
Plant’ (He’s got the whole 
world in his arms) and ‘Dyro 
Gan’. This was followed by 
pupils from Year 3 with a lively 
performance of ‘Mynd I’r Dre’ 
(Going to Town), then Year-4 
pupils with the folk dance 
‘Dawnsio Gwerin’. 

The male choir then sang 
two Welsh songs before being 
joined by the school choir to 
sing a special rendering of the 
Garw Valley’s own ‘Galon 
Lan’. 

The school choir opened the 
second half by singing 
‘Musical Memories’ then pupils 
from years 5 and 6 with their 
rendition of ‘Sospan Each.’The 
male choir then sang three 
more numbers before joining 
with the school choir and mem¬ 
bers of the audience in singing 
the Welsh National Anthem. 

The male choir rehearses at 
Pontycymer RFC on Monday 
and Wednesday evening from 
7pm to 8.30pm; new members 
are welcome. 

In rehearsal 

MAESTEG Amateur 
Operatic Society is busily 
rehearsing to put on its cele¬ 
bratory 70th platinum 


anniversary concert at 
Maesteg Town Hall on 
Eriday, April 19 at 7.15pm. 

The concert will consist of a 
range of show-stopping 
melodies in celebration of the 
past 70 years. 

There will be solo perform¬ 
ances from past and present 
members, including Adam 
Lewis, Nicky Taliesin, Lauren 
Goldsworthy, Rhian Hughes 
and Kellie Watts, and duets 
from Aled Williams and Nia 
Schofield, Alan Elay and Sian 
Rees. 

The production team again 
consists of Sarah Thomas, 
Susan Heffey and Susan 
Bickle. 

Tickets can be purchased 
from members of the society or 
Maesteg Town Hall (telephone 
01656 733269). 

Food Banks 

THE Trussel Trust organises 
a 300-strong network of Eood 
Banks. 

In a recent week, it had to 
supply emergency food sup¬ 
plies to 5,150 people in crisis. 

At present, the trust is cur¬ 
rently launching three new 
Eood Banks every week in 
partnership with local churches 
and communities to help meet 
the demand for emergency food 
in one of the foremost 
economies in the world the 
UK! 

Eood Bank clients can 
receive a maximum of three 
Eood Bank vouchers in a row; 
each voucher entitles the client 
to three days food supply, by 
which time it is hoped that 
other agencies step in to aid 
these unfortunate people. 

The total number of people 
requiring this assistance is ris¬ 
ing at an alarming figure: in 
2008-9 it helped 26,000 people 
nationwide; 2009-10 - 41,000 
people; 2010-11 - 61,468 peo¬ 
ple; 2011-12 -128,697people; 
2012-13, it is expected to 
exceed 250,00 people. 

Remembrance 

A SPECIAL service is being 
held as a follow-on to All 
Soul’s Day at St David’s 
Church, Betws to celebrate 
and remember the lives of 
departed loved ones next 


Sunday,April 14 at 7pm; 
everyone will be welcome. 

Church concert 

ON Saturday, April 20 at 7.30 
pm. Cor Bro Ogwr, the choir 
that had been formed in 1998 
to perform in the National 
Eisteddfod held in Bridgend, 
will be performing in a con¬ 
cert at All Saint’s Church, 
Porthcawl. 

It will be conducted by 
musical director Edward-Rhys 
Harry and will be based on 
John Rutter’s Mass of the 
Children, supported by a chil¬ 
dren’s choir from Baglan 
Primary School. 

There will be a number of 
solo artists singing, including 
Jessica Robinson and Steffan 
Jones. Music will be provided 
by the British Sinfonietta. 

The Mass of the Children 
had its premiere performance in 
Carnegie Hall, New York in 
Eebruary 2003 and a month 
later the first British perform¬ 
ance was in Guildford (both 
conducted by the composer 
John Rutter). 

Tickets can be obtained from 
any choir member, or by tele¬ 
phoning 01656 653326. Cor 
Bro Ogwr rehearses at the 
Tabemacl Chapel, Derwen 
Road, Bridgend, on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm to 9pm; 
new members welcome. 

Carers’ centre 

BRIDGEND Carers’ Centre 
at 87 Park Street, Bridgend, 
CE31 4AZ (telephone 01656 
658479) is a welcoming venue 
for all. 

On April 17, the Community 
Cafe will be open between 
12.30pm to 3.30pm. An official 
from the Revive charity that 
assists suffers of Multiple 
Sclerosis will offer advice to 
carers. 

On April 18, the Outreach 
group and a representative of 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
will be in Maesteg council 
offices from 10am to 12 noon; 
and from 1pm to 2pm, carers 
can take part in light exercises 
in Darija’s ‘Body Blitz’ at the 
centre. Phone the above num¬ 
ber to book a place. 

On April 19, Paula is organ¬ 
ising a trip to the Welsh 


National Botanical Gardens, 
where everyone will be able to 
enjoy the spring flowers in all 
their splendour, plus all the 
other exhibits such as the 
Japanese Garden, or Great 
Glasshouse. 

The coach will leave from 
Hope Chapel at 9.30am and 
will return at 3.45pm. 

Tondu school 

TONDU Primary School’s 
Mrs Alyson Evans, the class 
teacher of Dosbarth Cynffig, 
has been seconded to the 
Bridgend CBC Eoundation 
Phase team, and will be 
replaced by Mr Llewellyn. 

There will also be a number 
of teaching students from 
Swansea Metropolitan 
University at the school next 
term. Miss J Evans will be 
teaching in Dosbarth Taf, and 
Miss R Davies in Dosbarth 
Rhondda. Miss K Lewis from 
Trinity, will be teaching in 
Dosbarth Llynfi. 

Matthew Brown recently 
represented the school in the 
recent Bridgend Rotary Club 
youth speaks competition held 
at Croesty Primary School. 

There were 11 schools tak¬ 
ing part, with the Year-6 pupils 
presenting their speech to a 
large group of adults and other 
children. Matthew spoke with 
confidence on the interesting 
subject of the ‘Seven Wonders 
of Wales’. 

Siobhan Cundle, Gemma 
Evans, Jacob Hale and Dionne 
Tapner represented the school 
at the recent road safety quiz 
held in the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

Gleemen 

MAESTEG ‘Gleemen’ Male 
Voice Choir, which has 
organised the Welsh young 
singers’ competition for a 
number of years, and had to 
cancel the event in January 
because of the weather condi¬ 
tions, will be presenting a 
reorganised competition this 
Saturday, April 13, in con¬ 
junction with the choir’s 
annual concert at Maesteg 
town hall at 6.30pm. 

Tickets can be obtained from 
any choir member or the box 
office at the town hall. 




NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 jyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CE32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 


CAMERON (no, not the 
one at No 10!) IS TOP 

ROTARY SPEAKER 



ABOVE; All the speakers received a certificate 


AN exciting competition was 
organised by Bridgend Rotary 
Club to showcase the excellent 
standard of public speaking in 
local primary schools. 

The competition was hosted by 
Croesty Primary School on March 
21 . 

During the evening, Croesty 
School Choir offered a very warm 
welcome to everyone by adding a 
musical touch at the beginning of 
the event. 

Eleven primary schools entered 
the competition and all competitors 
were of a very high standard. 

This made it a very enjoyable 
experience for all family, friends 
and staff who were there to offer 
their support. 

The adjudicators had a very diffi¬ 


cult task, but first prize was award¬ 
ed to worthy Cameron Jones from 
Tremains Primary School, whose 
topic was ‘The Horsemeat Scandal’. 

Second prize went to Madison 
Taylor, from Maes Yr Haul, whose 
topic was ‘What a Difference a 
Century Makes 

Third prize was awarded to 
Daniel Exton from Litchard 
Primary School, whose topic was 
‘Island Farm Prisoner of War 
Camp’. 

The winner’s shield is sponsored 
by the Sinclair Motor Group and 
Mr Lee Page, head of business at 
Bridgend Audi was there to present 
it to Cameron Jones. 

Mr Mike Lewis, president of the 
Bridgend Rotary Club, was also on 
hand to present certificates to all 
participants. 
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Boxing club buzzing after 
successful refurbishment 





ABOVE: The gym was formerly a pumping station, 
and the refurbishment has retained the old brickwork 

BELOW: The ‘boxercise^ class are hard at work. 


Bridgend store’s 
charity efforts 


A BRIDGEND firm 


ABOVE: Using the skipping rope is still 
a part of boxing training! 


of opticians is 
thanking customers 
for their support 
after its final 
fundraising total for 
Comic Relief 
reached over £170. 

The Specsavers 
store on Adare Street 
raised the money 
through a cake sale, 
a guess the weight of 
the cake competition 
and by offering glass¬ 
es repairs in 
exchange for dona¬ 
tions. 

Cakes baked by 
staff included a spe¬ 
cial Red Nose Day 
cake baked by the 
store’s assistant man¬ 
ager, Lisa Davies. 


ABOVE: 

Dispensing optician Jenna Neale 
and optical assistant Mairwen Chess, 
selling cakes to raise money. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

e-mail ffotoimage @tiscali. co. uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


THE Porthcawl and Pyle Pumas Boxing 
Club recently completed a refurbishment 
programme and when GEM photogra¬ 
pher Glyn Evans dropped in, the place 
was buzzing! 

Apart from the regular sparring and training that 
you would expect, a ‘boxercise’ class was taking 
place, with local people using the gym to tone up 
their fitness levels. 

Spokesman Mike Clarke told The GEM: “It was 
always intended that the refurbishment would be 
used to make the facilities available to the commu¬ 
nity. Before, we didn’t even have male and female 
changing facilities or toilets. 

“I would invite anyone who wants to vary their 
fitness training to come along and talk to head coach 
Aubrey Lewis.” 

Mr Clarke added: “It was a great example of the 
borough and town councils, and the community, all 
working together to benefit the town. 

“In particular, former members of the club, who 
are now local businessmen, were happy to ‘give 
something back’ to a club that they remembered with 
great affection.”. 


Evie’s fundraising 
drive attracts 
massive support 


FUNDRAISING 
efforts to help 
brave three- year- 
old, Evie Broad, 
are making great 
progress. 

Little Evie of Sully, 
was diagnosed a year 
ago with a form of cere¬ 
bral palsy - ‘spastic 
diplegia’. 

Her hopes of walking 
properly depend on an 
operation that can be 
performed in America, 
and her supporters are 
trying to raise £60,000 
to enable her to make 
the trip, and to provide 
treatment after the oper¬ 
ation. 

Evie’s mum Zara, 
husband Jason and 
fundraisers passed the 
£20,000 mark in early 
March and since then, a 
‘spring and sparkle’ ball 
in Penarth has added 
£1,071 to the total. 

Zara said: “I would 
like to thank everyone 
who attended, and Vicky 
of Jacbee Marketing for 
all her hard work. 

“Also, thanks to 
Perfect Finish for donat¬ 
ing the chair covers and 
making the room look 
perfect, Polly from 
Capital EM for hosting 
the evening, Joe from K- 
OSS for his dance per¬ 
formance and the band 
on the night ‘Session’. 

Another March event 
was a quiz night at the 
Seashore Grill, Sully, 
which raised £283.81, 
and staff at the grill 
added a £50 donation. 

On March 30, there 
was an Easter fun day, in 
Victoria Park, Barry, and 
Zara thanked all the peo¬ 
ple who turned up to 
support Evie, raising 
£661. 

A series of charity 
events are taking place 
in the coming months.. 

There will be a fash¬ 
ion show supported by 
M&CO at the Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Barry, on 
Thursday, April 18 at 
7.30pm (Tickets are £10, 
Available from M&CO, 
Penarth, or 01446 
732835. 

On Wednesday, April 
24, at 7pm, the Canton 
RFC Male Voice Choir 
is giving a concert in the 
Lower Penarth 
Community Centre, 
Brockhill Way, Penarth. 

Tickets (£5) include 
tea, coffee and biscuits) 
and are available from 
Windsor Bookshop, 
Penarth, Spar 
Lavernock, or from Ann 
Whitfield, secretary 
LPCA on 029 
20703449). Some tickets 
will be available at the 
door. 

On May 11, there will 
be a band and buffet 
night at the Seashore 
Grill, Beach Road, Sully. 
Tickets are £10. Visit the 
website and email to 
reserve on www.hope 
forevie.co.uk 

There will a boot sale 
at Llantwit Major Rugby 
Club, starting at 8am on 
Sunday, May 12. Stalls 
are £5, proceeds to 
Evie’s fund.Telephone 
01656 863963 to book a 
stall. 



ABOVE: Evie at the Easter fun day. 


Boxes and Busts 

nzK plca-scd to 
announce a saves of 
DROP In Days 

VMiy not join us for o 
flnv minutes or a few 
houn and !iec 
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follow if^ 

On 

Tuesday 16 th April 
From I pm to 6fm 
for Kumihimo 

Wednesday 24ih 
April 

From 1pm to 6fm 

<c)T Wire W'oii 

Wednesday 8th May 
From lpmto6f)m 
For Macrame 
(ShAmhalii^ 
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Little Evie with members of the Session Band. 
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Asssembly 
grant goes 
to library 
relocation 


BRIDGEND’S new 
library is getting a 
£200,000 funding 
boost. 

The money is part of 
a £2.17 million Welsh 
Government investment 
in museums and public 
libraries. 

A Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) spokeswoman 
said: “This will be used 
to help create a 21st 
century Bridgend 
library, when it is relo¬ 
cated to Bridgend 
Recreation Centre. 

The re-location is 
expected to take place 
by the end of 2013 and 
will mean the council 
can offer local people a 
much larger library with 
state-of-the-art facilities. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
the cabinet member for 
wellbeing said: “This 
investment is really wel¬ 
come news and would¬ 
n’t have been possible if 
the library was staying 
in its current location in 
Wyndham Street. 

“With a bigger library 
space in the pipeline, 
this grant will go 
towards creating a new, 
modern and attractive 
library for current users 
and I hope will attract 
new users, including 
many more families and 
children.” 

The spokeswoman 
continued: “As well as a 


much larger, more mod¬ 
em library space, users 
will also benefit from a 
greater selection of 
books, improved IT 
facilities, a dedicated 
children’s area and 
access to cafe, creche, 
leisure and toilet facili¬ 
ties. 

“It will also be more 
accessible with free car 
parking for the local 
community and extend¬ 
ed opening hours. 
Disabled users will also 
benefit from better 
access.” 

The new library 
forms part of phase two 
of the Rec’s multi-mil¬ 
lion pound redevelop¬ 
ment. 

Phase one, which 
includes the brand-new 
80-station gym, is due 
to open towards the end 
of April. 

Residents have the 
opportunity to see phase 
one by going on one of 
the preview tours that 
are being held on week¬ 
days between April 
18-26. Tours last an 
hour and there will be 
slots available from 
10am to 8pm. 

To book a place on a 
preview tour call 0300 
012 1233 and select 
option 1. 



Limited releases by Rolling 
Stones, David Bowie, Pink Floyd 
Avenged Sevenfold, Kate Bush, 
Duran Duran and many more 
(All very limited and on a first 
come, first served basis) 
LIVE BANDS from 11am 



Stocking New and Pre-owned 
Vinyl and CD’s, Posters, 
T-Shirts, Badges, and much more 


44 Holton Road, Barry cf 634 HD 

Next to Kids Corner 


Telephone: 01446 734483 
www.retro-vibemusic.com 


Open Mon-Sat 9.30ani-5.00pni 


CYNFFIG PUPILS IN THE FAST LANE... 



PICTURED ABOVE: Mynydd Cynffig’s Rapid Racers: Lowri Thomas, Amy Ruck, 
Eryn-Mae Eranklyn, Charlotte Roberts, Oliver Roberts, Taryn Matthews. 
EIND OUT HOW THEY EARED ON PAGE 20. 


COURSE OFFERS TRAINING 
IN SUICIDE INTERVENTION 


THE ‘Siaradwn Ni - Lets Talk’ Big 
Lottery scheme, set up to help reduce sui¬ 
cide and break stereotypes associated with 
mental health, has spaces available on a 
widely acclaimed Applied Suicide 
Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) 
course, which is run by Mind Cymru. 

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training is a 
two-day workshop that offers intensive training for 
front-line workers and community members. 

The emphasis is on teaching suicide first-aid to 
help a person at risk stay safe and seek further help 
as needed. 

ASIST provides practical training for caregivers 
seeking to prevent the immediate risk of suicide. 

A spokeswoman said: “It gives people the confi¬ 
dence to ask friends or families, colleagues or co¬ 
workers ‘Are you okay?’ and if they are not, the 
training gives people the skills to help.” 

Those taking the couurse often include: 

1 People concerned about family and friends. 

1 Natural helpers and advisers. 

1 Emergency service workers. 

1 Counsellors, teachers and ministers. 

1 Mental health practitioners. 

1 Workers in health, welfare and justice. 

1 Community volunteers. 

There are a number of places available on the 


course on May 8-9 at Resolven Building Blocks, 
Neath Port Talbot. 

Visit www.siaradwnni.org.uk/training to down¬ 
load a booking form. 

The spokeswoman added: “These courses out¬ 
side Bridgend or Neath Port Talbot cost over £180; 
thanks to Big Lottery funding, we are able to offer 
them free of charge (subject to a returnable £20 
deposit to secure a place - returned on completion). 

For further information, visit the website or call 
01656 810400, or email bavo@bavo.org.uk. 


Fundraisers 
get quizzical 
with success 


PUNTERS turned 
out in force at the 
Fairways Hotel, 
Porthcawl, on 
Thursday, March 
28, for a meal and 
quiz evening to 
raise funds for 
Spectrum, a local 
support group for 
people with 

Asperger 
Syndrome. 

The evening got under 
way at 7pm, with what 
must have been a new 
food experience for 
many - a spicy Georgian 
stew known as Sousi 
was served to some 20 or 
so curious diners, all of 
whom came away 
impressed. 

The hotel dining room 
then filled to capacity for 
the quiz, organised by 


Ben Fielding, which 
took a break for a raffle 
halfway through. 

A spokesperson said: 
“Spectrum’s committee 
members were absolute¬ 
ly delighted to find that, 
the raffle, quiz and meal 
raised a total of £250, 
which the group will 
now use for purchase of 
literature and the contin¬ 
ued running of its infor¬ 
mation point at 
Porthcawl Y Centre. 

“Spectrum’s trustees 
would like to extend 
their warmest thanks to 
the staff of the Fairways 
Hotel, all local traders 
who displayed posters 
and/or donated raffle 
prizes and, most of all, to 
the generous local public 
who turned out in force 
to support the event. 

“We would also like 
to thank Ben for organis¬ 
ing the event for us.” 


Getting a taste 
for new skills 


THERE is a chance 
to sample one of the 
taster adult learning 
sessions taking 
place later this 
month in Bridgend 
county borough. 

Art, cookery, IT, gar¬ 
dening and child psy¬ 
chology are among 
those on offer. 

The first taster ses¬ 
sion will be held on 
April 16 at the Brackla 
Community Centre 
between 12pm and 4pm 
and the second taster 
will be on April 17 at the 
Maesteg Leisure Centre 
between 10am and 2pm. 

There will be a fur¬ 
ther opportunity to 


experience the different 
courses on April 18 at 
the Cynffig Youth 
Centre hall from 10am 
to 2pm. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
cabinet member for 
wellbeing said: “BCBC 
is offering the taster ses¬ 
sions so people can get a 
feel for various subject 
areas. 

“We hope that by pro¬ 
viding taster sessions, 
people will be tempted 
to give them a try, and 
ultimately encourage 
them to learn a new skill 
or further develop them¬ 
selves by enrolling on 
one of the adult commu¬ 
nity learning courses.” 


Molly needs a home 

“I CAME into the 
centre with my 
friend Misty as I 
didn’t settle very 
well in my last 
home. 

“I need a home 
where I can be the 
only pet as I am a lit¬ 
tle shy. I’m looking 
for an understanding 
person who won’t 
expect too much from 
me. 

“In the right home, I 
will become your best friend. Please think 
about giving me the chance I need.” 

MOLLY 

Contact Cats Protection, Bridgend 
Adoption Centre, Pant Hirwaun, Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, CF32 9UJ; telephone 01656 726 
621; email bridgend.manager@cats.org.uk. 




Store helped 
hand play on! 

CO-OPERATIVE members in the area 
have helped the Maesteg-based Southern 
XL band {see photo on page 1) buy new 
instruments with a donation of £1,000. 

The group received the cash boost from the Co¬ 
operative’s Community Fund, a pot of money accu¬ 
mulated by member customers opting to donate all 
or part of their annual dividend to good causes in the 
area. The money is distributed by the Co-operative’s 
local area committees. 

Mark Hodgson, from Southern XL, said: 
“Funding is becoming ever harder to secure. 
Therefore, we were delighted to hear that we were 
successful in securing this grant from the Co-opera¬ 
tive. The cash has made a huge difference to our 
group, and it means all the more knowing that the 
money has been donated by local people.” 

Brian Rees, chair of the Co-operative’s south 
Wales area committee, said: “We are particularly 
proud of the community fund, as it demonstrates 
how the generosity of our members can make a real 
difference in their area”. 

Community Fund application forms are available 
online at www.co-operative.coop/communityfund. 


Free goody bogs for every bride. 
Complimentary canapes 
and drinks on arrivalr* 


OPEN FROM 1 lam TO 4pm 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL US ON 

01495 238425 
07958 050171 

info@cjweddingfayres.(o.uk 


www.cjweddingfayres.co\uk 
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Breathe Easy Bridgend at a recent meeting with Assembly Member Janice Gregory. 
Left to right: Alan Bayliss, Janice Gregory AM, Eleanor Jones, Myrddin Jones. 


BREATHING GROUP’S 
OPEN INVITATION 


THE Breathe Easy group 
in Bridgend is one of 20 
across Wales which are 
open to everyone with a 
lung condition, and family, 
friends and carers. 

They meet every third 
Tuesday of each month, 2 - 4pm, 
at Coity High Community 
Centre, Heol West Plas, Litchard, 
Bridgend. 

The group offers a chance for 
people to come together, 
socialise, and share tips on how 
to manage living with a lung dis¬ 
ease - plus they have the added 
bonus of hearing from an inter¬ 
esting guest speaker. 

At this month’s meeting on 


April 16, the group welcome 
Care & Repair Cymru, who will 
talk to them about their work, 
and the housing adaptations that 
can help to maintain independ¬ 
ence. 

Care & Repair work to ensure 
that all older people have homes 
that are safe, secure and appro¬ 
priate to their needs. 

Almost 2,000 people in 
Bridgend were admitted to hospi¬ 
tal as an emergency as a result of 
lung disease last year. 

Home adaptations can be key 
for people with lung disease, as 
climbing stairs, and even bathing 
oneself, can pose significant 
challenges. Having the appropri¬ 
ate facilities in the home place 


can help reduce the likelihood of 
falls and injury, and help people 
to remain independent in their 
own homes. 

Adrian Bailey, British Lung 
Foundation development officer, 
said: 

“Breathe Easy groups are for 
everyone with lung problems, so 
I’d like to invite people from the 
area to the meeting - no need to 
book ahead, simply turn up on 
the day. 

“There is a lot of support out 
there for people with lung condi¬ 
tions. 

“Unfortunately, it’s not always 
best signposted. These meetings 
really can make a difference.” 


MP’s epic walk climaxes 
at Ogmore country park 



BRYNGARW 
House and Country 
Park was chosen as 
the ideal spot for 
Ogmore MP Huw 
Irranca-Davies, to 
finish an epic 50- 
mile charity walk 
that took him 
through the entire 
boundary of his 
constituency. 

Visitors always enjoy 


case with me, is often 
misdiagnosed.” 

Among the many sup¬ 
porters and well-wishers 
greeting Huw at the cli¬ 
max of his walk was 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council Leader 
Coun Mel Nott OBE, 
who said: “It is fitting 
that Bryngarw House and 
Country Park was chosen 
as the last stop on Huw’s 
charity walk. We are 


ABOVE: Supporters and well-wishers 
gathered at Bryngarw House and Country 
Park for the climax of local MP Huw 
Irranca-Davies’ epic 50-mile charity walk. 


a gentle stroll among blessed with many scenic 
Bryngarw’s 113 acres of Places in the county and 


picturesque parkland, 
meadows and woodland. 


Bryngarw has to be up 
there as one of the finest. 


and the Ogmore Vale MP It is a perfect location for 
was certainly ready to families to enjoy the 
wind down the pace by great outdoors and was a 
the time he reached the very welcome place for 
finish line of his mam- Huw to enjoy some hard- 
moth walk over the bank earned rest at the end of 


holiday weekend. 

The challenge helped 
him raise more than 


his challenge!” 

There are around 
200,000 people in the 


£1,000 for the National yj. Ankylosing 

Ankylosing Spondylitis 5 „dylitis, which is a 

.Nnriptv ann raiQf* awarp- ^ ^ ’ 


long-term incurable con¬ 
dition that can be 


Society, and raise aware¬ 
ness of the charity, as 

Huw said: “Ankylosing , • • r 

Spondylitis is a condition described as arthntis of 
that affects athletes, ^be spine. It can also 
politicians, chess cham- affect other areas of the 
pions, rock gods and peo- body and exercise can 
pie from all walks of life, really help AS sufferers. 
The condition can be To find out more, please 
severe and, as was the visit www.nass.co.uk 


Phantom 
funerals and ghostly 
monks in Laleston 


THE community of 
Laleston borders 
and serves the vil¬ 
lages of Bryntirion, 
Cefn Glas, and 
Broadland, and 
although its origins 
date back to 
Norman landown¬ 
ers and is over¬ 
shadowed by St 
David’s Church, 
another prominent 
building is the his¬ 
toric Great House. 

This was established 
between 1550 and 1586 
by Sir Robert Sidney, 
who later became Earl 
of Leicester, knighted 
by Queen Elizabeth I. 

The building was 
described as ‘Earl 
Leicester’s House’, and 
the manor had connec¬ 
tions with the lands of 
Coity Castle. 

The name Lalystown 
(Tre Lalys) was named 
after the Saracen mason 
and architect Lalys, who 
not only built 
Llangewedd Church, 
but also Margam and 
Neath Abbeys. He also 
had dealings with 
Caerphilly Castle. 

The Great House 
building became Grade 
II listed in 1963, as it 
was decided that the 
importance with its 16th 
Century north range, 
and early 17th Century 
south range were wor¬ 
thy of protection. 

Its site (once owned 
by the monks of 
Margam Abbey) was 
purchased by Sir Rice 
Mansel after the disso¬ 
lution of the monaster¬ 
ies by Henry VIII in 
1536. The building 
stood the test of time 
until the late 20th 
Century when it was 
repaired and converted 
into a hotel with further 
extensions added in the 
1980s. 

Another ancient land¬ 
mark is the milepost on 


the High Street opposite 
the Great House, which 
was listed in 1998 as 
Grade IT It was erected 
during 1830s for the 
Bridgend Turnpike 
Trust with details show¬ 
ing directions to various 
towns and cities such as 
London, which had a 
proposed distance of 
179 miles. The road 
itself was first turnpiked 
(toll road) in 1764. 

The iconic well in 
stone was the main 
water supply for the 
entire village until 1928, 
and stands on the corner 
of a housing develop¬ 
ment behind the Great 
House, and became 
Grade II listed in 1998. 

The Grade II listed 
Laleston Inn is situated 
on Wind Street, and 
north of St David’s 
Church. This charming 
building was construct¬ 
ed in the 1600s and 
originally contained just 
two rooms, each with its 
own fireplace. During 
the 17th Century, a 
kitchen wing was added 
as well as the outer 
units. 

It was named as a 
country club because 
licensing laws to sell 
alcohol were restricted 
during that time. Later, 
the building became 
licensed as a public 
house. 

Cliff Cottage was 
collaborated with St 
David’s Church in the 
18th Century. Eirst 
thought to have been an 
18th Century vicarage, 
extensions were added 
in 19th Century. 

According to a tithe 
map of 1842, the cot¬ 
tage was owned by 
parish officers, and was 
donated for community 
use by the Sarah Anne 
Blandy Trust in 1910. 

It was restored between 
1975 and 1982, and 
became a Grade II listed 
building in 1998. 

The phantom sound 
of a single church bell 


W/io wants to build what and 
where in the county borough? 

Lloyds Banking group - 18 stock storage building. Bank Machine Ltd - Spar Stores, 

Wyndham Street, Bridgend - 20 Mr R Anthony - The Waterfront, 109 Oxford Street, Pontycymer, 
various internally illuminated 29-31 The Esplanade, Porthcawl, Bridgend - Retrospective applica- 
signs, three externally and four Bridgend - Minor changes to tion for installation of ATM. 
internally applied signs. front elevation to extend existing jyjy jyi Williams - 12 Park View 

Mr Stephen Kemp - Ty Newydd terrace and replace bay window to Maesteg, Bridgend - Dormer 


Maes Y Deri Close, Pencoed - Flat no 31 with double door. 


„ , 4 7 j TTT^ T.j TTT^ T j exteuswu to frout elevotiou. 

Crown reduce Ash and evergreen HD Ltd UK - Land at jct of ^ 

trees, remove branch of Poplar Tremains Road, Brackla Street, 
tree and fell diseased Ash. _ - 

Mr Andrew James - Mynydd 
Cynffig infants school. 

Commercial Street, Kenfig Hill 


68 


Bridgend - Proposed temporary HighfiMs, Brackla, Bridgend- 
change of use to a pay and display extension with in- 

carpark. built chimney - re-sub of 

, ^ „ Mr E J Crole - 36 Sanderling P/13/13/FUL. 

Fell and remove six dead Ash Way, Locks Common, Porthcawl Mr M Rowlands - BMX Track 


trees, remove dead wood out of 
crowns and remove large limbs annexe/triple 
extending to schoolyard. 

Bank Machine Ltd - Spar Stores, 

109 Oxford Street, Pontycymer, 

Bridgend - Retrospective applica¬ 
tion for an illuminated ATM sur¬ 
round. 

Punch Taverns - Salthouse on the 
Square, The Square, Porthcawl - 

erection of illuminated and non- 


Conversion of existing former Coegnant Colliery, 
garage into a Coegnant Road, Maesteg - 
detached dwelling. Construct club building, flood- 

Malpeet Academy^ Ltd - Land at lighting, spectator viewing plat- 
The Stables (Gilfach Orfydd) form, storage container, car park 
Dimbath Lane, Blackmill - access 

Retention of change of use from Motor Company, 

agricultural outbuildings to spe- i„a Estate, Bridgend - 


ciality canine training centre. 

Mr Roy Edwards - 61 Heol Each, 
North Cornelly - convert ext 


illuminated sign to the exterior of retail shop with rear and first flr 


the building. 

Bridgend and District Model 


Environmental Impact Assessment 
- screening report for wind tur¬ 
bine. 

Land between 32 


storage to lockup grdflr shop and Growers 
two self-contained flats. and 66 Dan Y Bryn Evanstown, 

Bridgend and District Model Eng Mr Thomas Clee - 4 Wernlys Gilfach Goch - Convert parcel of 
Society, Eountain Road, Road, Penyfi, Bridgend - Single disused land to community gar- 
Aberkenfig - Proposed rolling storey front extension. den/nursery. 


ringing out three times 
at midnight confuses the 
living, as it echoes out 
across the land, yet no 
physical person is 
known to perform such 
a deed. Where could 
this invisible bell be 
from, and why would it 
ring out at such precise 
times? 

The shadowy black 
figure of a man resem¬ 
bling a monk has been 
seen in the car park of 
the Great House on a 
number of times, seem¬ 
ingly directing people 
towards the former 
mansion before vanish¬ 
ing in a flash. Why 
would such an ancient 
spirit want to guide 
innocent people to a 
building that he would 
not recognise today? 

Although the well is 
a covered structure, the 
strange sound of what 
appears to be child’s 
screams has been heard 
crying out from the fab¬ 
ric of the stone. Why 
would such a pitiful 
sound be emanating 


from the abandoned 
well, and could it be the 
result of a long forgot¬ 
ten tragedy? 

Phantom funeral pro¬ 
cessions have been wit¬ 
nessed, gathering 
around the area of the 
church at any time dur¬ 
ing daylight, yet no 
physical interment is 
known to be taking 
place. With a large 
horse and carriage, 
accompanied by mourn¬ 
ers dressed in old fash¬ 
ioned clothing, the pro¬ 
cession disappears into 
the distance, never to be 
seen again. 

Witnessing phantom 
funerals is deemed as a 
sign of bad luck, with 
an imminent death 
looming. But is this 
theory a tale of folklore, 
or just an old wives tale 
carrying stories of natu¬ 
ral and unpleasant inci¬ 
dents? 

Fact or fiction? Only 
you can decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 
hay ley. williams550@ya 
hoo.com 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

If ft ## - f» ♦ 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides;. 


' - The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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Fond farewell to church minister 



Photographs by 

MANDYTHOMAS 

(WWW, mandythomasphotography. co. uk) 


A LOCAL congregation has said a fond 
farewell to its minister. 

A service was held at Trinty Presbyterian Church, 
Pencoed, last Saturday (April 6) to conclude the 10- 
year ministry in the district by the Rev D. Hmar 
Sangkhuma. 

The service was conducted by Rev Paul Morgan. 
Gifts were presented to Rev Dr Sangkhuma, his wife 
and the family. Following the service a buffet was 
enjoyed by all. 



WI members 
felt speaker 
Pat’s passion! 


T he March 
meeting of 
Coity Wl 
heard the speaker 
for the evening, Pat 
Johnson; and what 
an evening it 
turned out to be! 

Beginning with the 
title 'What does she do 
in the shed?’ not only 
does Pat make felt from 
scratch, but she then 
fashions it into unique 
and desirable garments. 

Nothing is wasted, 
and trims and offcuts 
become toys and novel¬ 
ties. 

It was fascinating to 
see the whole process - 
from raw fleece, 
through the dying and 
shaping, right up to the 
wearable garment. 

Her passion shone 
through a demonstration 
that was interspersed 
with wit and humour 
and royally entertained 
the members. The meet¬ 
ing continued with 


reports on the events of 
the previous month and 
information on activities 
to look forward to. The 
Afon Argoed walk was 
attended, in very cold 
weather, by four intrepid 
ladies. 

The darts team were 
pleased with their per¬ 
formance at the tourna¬ 
ment and the craft class¬ 
es are proving very pop¬ 
ular. 

New members have 
helped to create a lively 
atmosphere, and their 
support at so many 
events is very much 
appreciated. 

The Coity walk, post¬ 
poned due to dreadful 
weather last spring, will 
now take place on April 
23 at 10am. 

The next meeting will 
be held on April 24 at 
Coity Church Hall at 
7.30pm, and will be the 
AGM. 

There will be cheese 
and wine and the usual 
raffle and competitions. 



HEARING EXHIBITION 

Do you need the TV louder? 

Do you find it difficult to follow conversations? 

Do you find people mumble? 

If the answer is YES, there may be a simple solution. 

To find our more piease attend one of our free Hearing Exhibitions. 


BARRY 

Monday 15th April 
10am - 2pm 

Memorial Hall 
and Theatre, 

Gladstone Road 
CF62 SNA 

COWBRIDGE 
Tuesday 16th April 
10am - 2pm 

Lesser Hall 
Town Hall Square 
CF71 7AD 

BRIDGEND YMCA 
Wednesday 17th April 
10am - 2pm 

Angel Street 
CF31 4AD 


LLANTWIT MAJDR 
Thursday 18th April 
10am - 2pm 

Town Hall 
Church Street 
CF61 1SB 


Come and see dispiays of the 
smaiiest hearing aids in the worid 
and find out about the iatest in 
hearing aid digitai technoiogy. 

Our fully qualified Hearing Aid 
Audiologosts will also be offering: 

Free hearing tests. 

Free examinations and adjustments 
of your hearing aid. 

Live demonstrations. 

Free trials on the day. 

Friends and family more than 
welcome to accompany you. 

Half price hearing aid batteries. 

Full price lists available. 

Open throughout lunchtime. 


Or for a FREE private consultation in your home please call: 

Hearing Wales 

(01792) 650894 



DENTURE 

E)^LLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Tocftnicians 


then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• your ftioc’s 
natural contours 

• Loo*c yoiJfs youngor 

• En)oy eating agan 

• Smito with conticlenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 


or visit dentureexceilenoeco.uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCE 

^ LDcaJ duitjii cara 

•• * •r^lwToa M—fM 


54-68 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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ABOVE: Cadet Cpl Ashton prsents a plaque to BA ambassadors at Blackwood. 

Kenfig Hill Cadets meet 
BA ambassadors on visit 


Cadets pay 
a flying 
trip to BA 
Interiors 

BY permission of 
Sarah Baker and 
her team, cadets 
and staff from 2117 
Squadron Kenfig 
Hill visited British 
Airways Interiors 
in Blackwood 
recently. 

On arrival, they were 
welcomed by Mr Paul 
Bradbury and shown to 
one of their presentation 
rooms, where the cadets 
and staff were treated to 
a short presentation on 
BA Interiors and the role 
they play within British 
Airways. 

The staff and cadets 
were then introduced to 
three BA ambassadors; 
Steve Jones, Ian Tancock 
and Suzanne Harris who 
gave them a guided tour. 

This included seating 
for economy and first 
class, and the emergency 
evacuation slide which 
Cdt Cpl Aston was given 
permission to activate as 
a demonstration. 

Unfortunately, due to 
health and safety issues, 
she was not allowed to 
have a go on the slide. 

The cadets were also 
given a chance to try on 
lifejackets and activate 
them - as they were 
nearing their expiry date, 
so no wastage.! 

After the tour, Cdt 
Cpl Aston presented a 
squadron plague to BA 


Interiors. 

Sgt (ATC) Kevin 
Gould, who organised 
the visit, would like to 
thank all at British 
Airways Interiors, as 
without their generosity, 
staff and cadets would 
not have had such an 
opportunity to see what 
happens behind the 
scenes at one of the Uk’s 
leading airlines. 

Newly- 

qualified 

Aerospace 

instructor 

at Kenfig 

Hill 

Squadron 

ISCFS Nathan 
Cooper of 2117 (Kenfig 
Hill) Squadron RAF 
Air Cadets recently 
passed the Qualified 
Aerospace instructors’ 
course (QAIC) with 
flying colours. 

It involves a pro¬ 
gramme of aerospace- 
related activities for sen¬ 
ior cadets. 

Selection was in two 
stages, with the first a 
paper assessment, fol¬ 
lowed by a selection 
weekend at MoD 
Boscombe Down. 

Nathan was one of the 
few selected to go for¬ 
ward for the course. 

The course took place 
over a series of week¬ 
ends from September 
2012 to March 2013 - 
culminating in a week 
long graduation camp at 
RAF Linton-on-Ouse - 
where the knowledge 



from the training week¬ 
ends was put into prac¬ 
tice. 

On completion of the 
course workbook, 

Nathan was also award¬ 
ed Level 2ILM 
Certificate in team work¬ 
ing. 

Not only did Nathan 
complete and pass the 
course, receiving his 
coveted blue lanyard and 
certificate confirming 
him as a qualified aero¬ 
space instructor (QAI), 
he was also presented 
with a trophy for best 
leadership student at 
MoD Boscombe Down 
QAIC No.5 2013. 

The successful com¬ 
pletion of the course 
means that Nathan is 
qualified to run and 
instruct in the Regional 
Activity Centre and on 
the Air Cadet 
Community Engagement 
Platforms. 


£55 a 


£100 a 



teaching teachers 

assistants 
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Popular 
‘Lozzie’ is 
waiting 
for a visit 



Laura (‘Lozzie’) 

- a firm favourite. 

The GEM is in part¬ 
nership with the 
Dog's Trust to help 
find caring homes 
for animals in their 
charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 
725219). 

THIS WEEK: 

Laura (or ‘Lozzie ’) is 
a three-year-old cross¬ 
breed, who is a sweet 
girl and very loyal once 
she knows you. She gets 
on well with other dogs, 
and could live with a 
male dog. 

Laura would like 
someone to visit her at 
the centre a few times 
before going to a new 
home. She is a bright 
girl, and very quick to 
learn new things - 
Laura is a firm favourite 
here at the centre, and 
we really want to see her 
settled in a happy home. 

If you think Laura 
could be for you, please 
call us on 01656 724598 
or visit us at Dogs Trust 
from Tuesday to 
Sunday, 12pm-4pm. 


Grand Pavilion event 
celebrates achievements 
of looked-after children 


THE inspirational 
achievements of chil¬ 
dren and young peo¬ 
ple who are in care in 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough have been cele¬ 
brated at a special 
awards ceremony. 

More than 130 ‘looked 
after’ youngsters, many 
of whom have faced and 
overcome adversity in 
their lives, were recog¬ 
nised in Bridgend county 
borough council’s 

‘Achievement Awards’, 
held at the Grand 
Pavilion in Porthcawl. 

Varying situations 
have prevented the 
youngsters from being 
able to live with their 
parents, siblings, grand¬ 
parents and others, and 
the event let the council 
demonstrate how proud it 
is of the children and 
young people, and 
encourage them to con¬ 
tinue aiming high. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “Looked after chil¬ 
dren are a priority for the 
authority and as a council 
we take our responsibili¬ 
ty as corporate parents 
very seriously. 

“We have approxi¬ 
mately 350 children in 
care and it is our aim to 
provide them with stabil¬ 
ity, while providing 
opportunities for them to 



succeed. The event was 
extremely important to 
give recognition to the 
looked after children and 
young people. 

Despite facing major 
difficulties, many have 
managed to overcome 
hardships and are achiev¬ 
ing success not just with 
their education, but in 
their lives in general. 

“Their achievements 
are simply outstanding 
and they all deserve to be 
applauded for their hard 
work, motivation, com¬ 
mitment and positive 
attitudes.” 

The ceremony includ¬ 
ed a special award for a 
young person who has 
excelled with his behav¬ 
iour, commitment, and 
hard work. 

He was presented with 
a camera - donated by 
Sony, and a cake which 
was baked by students 
from Bridgend College. 

There were further 
awards for school 


leavers, education suc¬ 
cesses, citizenship, atti¬ 
tude and behaviour, 
resilience, personal 
achievement, and ‘child 
of the year’. 

Examples of success 
stories from the event 
include children who 
have overcome school 
phobia, bullying, atten¬ 
dance problems, and 
school difficulties; oung- 
sters who have excelled 
in reaching their poten¬ 
tial in school, sports and 
doing activities in the 
community; young peo¬ 
ple who are managing 
significant health and 
emotional difficulties 
with awe-inspiring brav¬ 
ery and resilience. 

Tracey and Jeff Gadja 
won a professional award 
at the event for their role 
as foster carers. Tracey 
said: “We were very 
shocked and surprised to 
receive this award. 
Eostering to us is some¬ 
thing that we do as a fos- 


LEET: 

Maria Boffey 
(Eostering Network) 
and Tracey Gadya 
(foster carer winner, 
on right). 

ter family to make the 
lives of young people 
better. 

“The rewards for us 
come when we see young 
people progress and 
grow, taking small steps 
to reach their potential. 
We thank all those 
involved in nominating 
us, it is very kind.” 

Two former looked 
after children attended 
the ceremony, one of 
whom gave an inspiring 
speech about her experi¬ 
ences of being in care. 

The event was com¬ 
pered by all-round enter¬ 
tainer, Owen Money. 
Other special guests 
included Lucy Owen, 
BBC Wales Today; 
Nathan Stephens, 

Paralympian; Huw 
Irranca Davies MP; 
Keith Towler, Children’s 
Commissioner for Wales; 
Gareth Williams, former 
Wales rugby player; Paul 
Child, singer; Assistant 
Chief Constable Richard 
Lewis; and Maria Boffey, 
Fostering Network. 

For more information 
on fostering, please con¬ 
tact Bridgend Foster 
Care on 01656 642674 
or email: bridgendfoster- 
care @ bridgend.gov. uk. 
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Former boss 
returns to take 
charge at the 
Cardiff Airport 


THE Welsh Government has 
turned to an ‘old boy’ - for¬ 
mer boss Jon Horne - to take 
on the task of reviving the 
struggling Cardiff Airport. 

Announcing the appointment, Lord 
Rowe-Beddoe, Chairman of Cardiff 
Airport, said: “I am delighted that 
Jon Horne will be the new Chief 
Executive Officer of Cardiff 
International Airport Ltd. 

“His wide experience of the airport 
industry and his specific experience 
of running Cardiff Airport during a 
very successful period, will be vital in 
the task of turning around the for¬ 
tunes of Wales’ national airport by 
developing more airline services and 
destinations for the people of Wales.” 

Jon Horne, who is well known in 
the aviation industry and Welsh busi¬ 
ness community, was managing direc¬ 
tor at Cardiff Airport from 2001 to 
2007 and has previously held senior 
positions at London City Airport and 
Sheffield City Airport. 

He returns to Cardiff Airport from 
being a partner in Airport Investment 
and Enterprise LLR In his new role, 
Mr Horne will lead the airport team 
in managing the business, and will 
oversee the development and delivery 
of the airport’s business plan. 

He said: “I am delighted at being 
given the opportunity to take charge 
of Cardiff Airport once again at this 


very exciting time, and I will do 
everything I possibly can to deliver 
an airport of which the people of 
Wales can once again be rightfully 
proud. I recognise the task will not be 
an easy one, nor will it happen 
overnight, but I will not spare any 
effort in addressing challenges ahead. 

“Some plans are already in place 
and others will be developed over the 
coming weeks and months, but we 
shall also be listening to what people 
want from their airport, what busi¬ 
nesses want, and understanding how 
this can be most successfully deliv¬ 
ered. 

“The potential clearly still exists 
for Cardiff Airport to play a leading 
role in the future economic success of 
Wales, and also to deliver the air 
services and destinations that will 
attract back those passengers who 
currently have to fly from airports 
outside Wales.” 

Mr Home’s appointment was wel¬ 
comed by the Minister for Economy, 
Science and Transport, Edwina Hart. 

She said: “The appointment of Jon 
Home as chief executive, following 
on from last week’s announcement of 
Lord Rowe-Beddoe as chairman of 
the board of Cardiff Airport, puts in 
place a strong and experienced lead¬ 
ership for the existing directors and 
management team at the airport.” 


The story of Hut 9 at 
Island Farm event 




MEMBERS of the 
Hut 9 Preservation 
Group took part in 
the Bridgend 
Heritage Day on 
Saturday, organ¬ 
ised by the Reach 
team at Bridgend 
County 

BoroughCouncil 
(BCBC) and were 
delighted with the 
interest shown by 
visitors in their 
work. 

The group was set up 
last December by a 
group of local historians 
and archaeologists who. 


working in partnership 
with conservation offi¬ 
cers from BCBC, intend 
to restore the sole 
remaining hut of the 
Island Earm World War 
2 prisoner-of-war camp 
to its former state. 

They will tell the 
story of its occupation 
by munitions workers at 
the nearby Bridgend 
Ordnance Eactory, 
through its time as a 
British Army barracks, 
to the American GI 
occupation prior to D- 
Day, and thence to its 
most famous occupants 
- the German officers 
who escaped from the 
camp in March 1945. 


Police launch 
mobile stations 

ON Friday, April, South Wales Police launched 
their two new mobile police stations at Margam 
Country Park. 

This was alongside the 53rd National Police 
Dog Trials, which the force is hosting. 

The mobile police stations will be in operation 
from Monday, April 15 and serve communities 
across the force area from Merthyr Tydfil to 
Penarth, Cardiff and the Gower. 


I 


LEFT: 

Group 
members 
Jonathan 
Hicks, 
Richard 
Williams and 
Barry Ward, 
entertained 
visitors to the 
Hut 9 

Preservation 
Group stand. 


The chairman of the 
group. Dr Jonathan 
Hicks said: 

“Although the event 
only lasted for four 
hours, we received a 
non-stop flood of visi¬ 
tors, all of whom said 
how essential it is that 
this important piece of 
military history in south 
Wales is preserved and 
opened to the public. 

“We were also 
pleased to interview a 
gentleman who was 15 
at the time of the 
famous ‘German Great 
Escape’ from Hut 9, and 
who remembers visiting 
the camp to see the spot 
from where they 
escaped. 

“We were able to 
record his memories for 
future use. 

“Our next step is to 
submit a bid to the 
Heritage Lottery Eund 
which will allow us to 
restore the hut and set it 
out as it would have 
been during its phases 
of occupation. 

“Then we will be 
able to open it to school 
parties and the general 
public to view.” 


Forces charity gets re-branded 


THE mid Glamorgan 
branch of military chari¬ 
ty, SSAEA Forces Help, 
has changed its name to 
SSAEA - as part of a 
rebrand aimed at 
“improving awareness of 
the charity among mem¬ 
bers of the Forces com¬ 
munity”. 

It is designed to help 
SSAEA reach more clients by 
describing the charity, and the 


support it provides, in a more 
clear and consistent way, a 
spokesman said. 

“This is particularly impor¬ 
tant at a local level,where 
SSAEA’s teams of trained vol¬ 
unteers work hard to ensure 
that help and advice are 
always close at hand. 

“Last year alone, the mid- 
Glamorgan branch supported 
150 veterans and their families 
in our community. 

“A recent brand audit found 
that many people thought the 


charity needed to modernise its 
identity to better reach its key 
audiences. 

“The charity is increasingly 
helping younger veterans, 
many of whom are in their 20s 
and 30s. 

“Eamilies have always been 
at the heart of what SSAEA 
does and they have been put at 
the centre of the brand. 

“The change of name is 
supported by a modern new 
logo with a three-colour under¬ 
line to represent the charity’s 


lifelong support to the Navy, 
Army and RAE.” 

Maj John Charles DL TD, 
chairman of SSAEA mid 
Glamorgan said: “These 
changes follow a long period 
of consultation with volunteers 
and staff, as well as members 
of the military community. 

“ SSAEA has supported our 
Eorces and their families for 
more than 125 years but the 
work we do now is more vital 
than ever before,” Major 
Charles stressed. 
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WI hears an inspiring talk 
on charity's work in Africa 


THE April meeting 
of Ystradowen and 
district WI took 
place on April 3 
when the speaker 
was Angela 

Gorman, co¬ 

founder of the 
charity Life for 
African Women. 

In 200, quite by 
chance, Angela watched 
a Panorama documen¬ 
tary ‘Dead Mums Don’t 
Cry’, featuring one 
woman’s fight to reduce 
the appalling mortality 


rate of women in Africa 
during childbirth. 

Angela was so 
inspired by the plight of 
these young African 
mothers that she has 
dedicated what should 
have been her retirement 
years to support their 
cause. 

With 30 years of nurs¬ 
ing experience behind 
her Angela has visited 
many countries in Sub 
Saharan Africa, where 
she has seen at first hand 
the lack of care for these 
young women. 


I Ystradowen 

I & District WI 

Archbishop Tutu 
accepted an invitation to 
visit Cardiff and give his 
personal support. 

The aims of the chari¬ 
ty are not only to reduce 
the mortality of young 
women during childbirth 
but to raise women’s 
profiles in the Sub 
Saharan African coun¬ 
tries. 

The vote of thanks for 
this inspirational talk 
was given by Anita 


Concern grows over 
Vale health changes 


THERE is growing concern 
amongst residents in the west¬ 
ern Vale over the possible 
changes to health services in 
the area. 

Colwinston Community Council is 
now seeking an urgent meeting with 
the two health boards in order to get 
some clarification on the potential 
impact that the changes may have on 
the western Vale. 

We are very concerned about the 
potential impact of changes to the 
health services. The western Vale 
looks to the Princess of Wales Hospital 
in Bridgend for all of our services. 

There are disturbing rumours going 
round that the Princess of Wales 
Hospital will see the reduction of most 
of the acute services as a result of the 
changes. 


It is time we had some facts and our 
council is seeking to meet with the 
health board chairs to get to the truth.” 

All of the health boards in Wales are 
working towards finalising reorganisa¬ 
tion plans, many of which have caused 
public protests across Wales. 

I know that First Minister Carwyn 
Jones says health services in Wales 
will ‘collapse’ unless hospitals are 
reorganised. We want more informa¬ 
tion now. 

If the NHS is struggling financially, 
it was a very odd decision for the 
Assembly to spend £52 million on 
buying an airport. 

I hope that this does not mean that 
people having to travel further for 
treatment will have to fly there. 

COUN ED LEWIS, 
Vice-chairman of Colwinston 
Council 


Jones. From September 
monthly meetings will 
begin at 7.30pm. Chris 
Kelly gave members an 
update on arrangements 
for our outing to 
Soudley Castle in 
August. Jan suggested 
that next month we 
should hold a ‘scarf 
swap’. 

Members agreed to 
hold a monthly ‘knit and 
natter’ to support ‘Life 
for African Women’, in 
the vestry on the second 
Wednesday of each 
month at 10am. 


This month’s walk 
will take place on April 
17 and a coffee morning 
will be held at the White 
Lion on April 24. 

The landlord has 
agreed to provide coffee 
and home baked pastries 
for us. 

Next month’s meeting 
will be held on May 1. 
We will discuss the WI 
2013 Resolution to save 
our High Streets fol¬ 
lowed by our AGM. 

New members and 
guests are as always 
very welcome. EL 


Human remains 
are identified 


POLICE this week confirmed that 
remains discovered on Sunday morning in 
Silog Forestry, Talbot Green, were those 
of missing Pontyclun man, Neil Jones, 
who was last seen on August 13, 2011. 

“There are not thought to be any suspicious cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding the incident and officers 
will now prepare a file of evidence for the Coroner. 
The next of kin has been informed” a police 
spokesman said. 

Tax help for elderly 

MONTHLY surgeries offering free professional 
advice to older people with income tax queries or 
problems, are held at Age Concern offices in 
Llantwit Major, Cowbridge and Barry. 

A surgery will also be held at Pencoed Library on 
Tuesday, April 30. 

To book an appointment at the surgeries or to 
access helpline (many queries can be answered by 
phone) telephone 08456013321. 


VALE MP HEARS OF 

LEGION’S UNSUNG 
WORK IN WALES... 


Alun Cairns with Phil Jones, Royal British 
Legion Manager for Wales. 


THE Vale MP,Alun 
Cairns, was given 
an insight into the 
often unsung work 
of the Royal British 
Legion at a meeting 
with the Legion’s 
Manager for Wales, 
Phil Jones, and vol¬ 
unteers Samantha 
Bowen and Andy 
Davies. 

Mr Cairns recently 
attended an event in 
Parliament dedicated to 
seeing some of the 
Legion’s work in the 
Vale., where it is the 
leading provider of wel¬ 
fare for the Armed 
Forces community. 

The Vale Council was 
the first in Wales to sign 
up to the Armed Forces 
Covenant. 

A spokesp;erson 
explained: “The Royal 
British Legion provides 
care and support to all 
members of the British 
Armed Forces, past and 
present, and their fami¬ 
lies. 

“That care and sup¬ 
port can come in many 
forms, whether it be 
direct financial aid; ben¬ 
efits and money advice; 
adventure holidays in 
the UK for Armed 
Forces families who 
need a break; or helping 
an elderly or disabled 
veteran with a trusted 
handyman facility to 


help with odd-jobs in the 
home. These are just 
some of the many serv¬ 
ices the Legion offers as 
a way of support to the 
Armed Forces commu¬ 
nity. 

“The 2012 Poppy 
Appeal in Wales raised 
£1.7m and in 2011/12 
the Legion’s Benefits 
and Money advice serv¬ 
ice secured over £3.5m 
for beneficiaries in 


Wales.” 

Mr Jones added: “We 
were delighted to wel¬ 
come Alun Cairns to our 
event. Many people 
don’t realise the work 
the Legion does locally 
to support the Serving 
and ex-Service commu¬ 
nities, plus their fami¬ 
lies, so we were delight¬ 
ed to tell him about the 
range of services we 
provide.” 


Highly Successful Business Woman 

Due to expansion, 1 now seek 5 working partners, 
who must be ambitious and self motivated. 

If you have a supervisory, managerial, sales, 
marketing, recmitment or self employed background or 
feel you wish to develop an extraordinary income, with 
profit sharing, car, free international travel and a 
balanced and flexible lifestyle, with ongoing support 
and training, then I would like to hear from you. 

Call: Julie Shepherd 
01656 838304 

email: julie-shepherd @ hotmail.co.uk 
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£19M COST OF DAMAGE 
TO NEW HOMES BY TREES 


N 


EARLY £19 
million of 
damage has 
been caused to new 
homes by trees 
over the last five 
years, according to 
figures released by 
NHBC. 

The leading warran¬ 
ty provider and stan¬ 
dard setting body for 
new-build homes is so 
concerned by the scale 
of the claims that it 
has issued new guid¬ 


ance to home owners 
advising them of the 
best practice when 
planting trees close to 
their homes. 

The figures show 
that nearly £19 million 
of claims was made by 
owners of new homes 
for damage to their 
property caused by 
trees between 2008 
and 2012. 

Last year alone, 
NHBC paid out £2.3 
million in claims fol¬ 
lowing structural dam¬ 


l^^y-oven cleaning 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 


age caused by trees. 

As spring beckons, 
NHBC’s new guide 
offers practical advice 
to anyone thinking 
about planting new 
trees and shrubs or 
cutting back existing 
ones. Tips for home- 
owners include how to 
calculate a suitable 
planting distance away 
from houses, and 
where to go to check if 
the tree is protected. 

Peter Crane, 
NHBC’s head of tech¬ 
nical standards, said: 
“New greenery can 
create a more attrac¬ 


tive garden as well as 
provide privacy and 
can help in reducing 
noise from a busy 
road. But roots and 
branches can also 
cause expensive dam¬ 
age to homes as our 
figures show. 

“When an estab¬ 
lished tree is removed 
or a new one is added, 
it can affect the mois¬ 
ture content of the 
surrounding soil. In 
clay soils, this can 
cause swelling of the 
ground or shrinkage. 

“This movement 
can potentially result 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


in damage to the house 
foundations due to 
subsidence or heave, 
particularly where the 
foundations have not 
been designed with 
trees in mind. 

“If the tree was 
added or removed 
before the house was 
sold by the builder, 
NHBC’s Buildmark 
warranty may provide 
protection. 

“However, if the 
tree was removed or 
planted by the home- 
owner subsequently, 
NHBC cannot provide 
cover and the house¬ 
hold insurance may 
also not cover the 
damage. 

“This is an ideal 
time of year to start 
planting trees and 
shrubs ahead of those 
lazy summer days in 
the garden. 

“But anyone think¬ 
ing about planting new 
trees or shrubs should 
spare a thought for 
their home and their 
neighbours by getting 
an expert opinion 
before planting.” 


House sales in Wales 
are 'holding steady’ 

- housing market suruex; 


T he number 
of houses 
sold in Wales 
remained at a high 
level for the third 
consecutive month, 
as increased confi¬ 
dence in the mar¬ 
ket continued to 
translate into sales, 
according to the 
latest RICS hous¬ 
ing market survey 
(April 9). 

In the three months to 
March, chartered sur¬ 
veyors in Wales sold an 
average of 16 homes, 
which was no change 
from February’s figure. 

A spokesperson said 
confidence had been 
slowly returning to the 
UK housing market 
since the summer of 
2012 and transaction 
levels had been consis¬ 
tently high for three 
consecutive ‘months. 

This had been mir¬ 
rored by the number of 
homes coming onto the 
market, which took an 


increase in March, as 26 
percent more surveyors 
reported rises rather 
than falls in new 
instructions. 

This was “a massive 
improvement” on 
February’s negative 
reading, which saw a 
net balance of seven per 
cent more surveyors 
reporting decreases 
rather than increases in 
new instructions in 
Wales. 

Meanwhile, chartered 
surveyors across Wales 
reported no movement 
in prices during March 


from the previous 
month as, once again, a 
net balance of six per 
cent more respondents 
reported price falls 
rather than rises over 
the last three months. 

Moving on to 
demand, there was a 
slight increase in the 
number of prospective 
buyers who got out and 
viewed property during 
March, as a net balance 
of four per cent more 
surveyors reported rises 
in new buyer enquiries. 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 16) 


ASHDOWN 

•liNCINC- s . 


Domestic • Agricultural • Industrial 
We are a long established, professional 
company, serving The Vale of Glamorgan 

For a free estimate & expert advice, contact 

n 01446 773949 or 07714 241749 
rich @ ashdown-group.co.uk 
www.ashdownfencing.co.uk 

Unit lOB, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 
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WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT, AND WHERE? 


Ewenny Garden Centre 
- Ewenny Road, 
Ewenny - Retention of 
four log cabins for pur¬ 
poses ancillary to the 


existing A1 use; reten¬ 
tion of a log cabin as a 
holistic therapy room 
(Dl), and timber 
cladding structure to 



What can we do for you? 

• Patios and Decking 
Fascias and uPvc 

• Driveways, 

Pathways and 
Car Parks 

• Guttering - 
Conservatories 

• Masonry and 
Brickwork 

• Chewing Gum 

• Window Cieaning 


Anything you need 
pressure cleaned f 

or steam cleaned ' 

DJS Cleaning Services ^ 
can clean it for you! 


Call Dean: 07507 572 590 
Tel: 01656 863 367 



principal elevation. 
Provision of two log 
cabins for purposes 
ancillary to the existing 
A1 use, a canopy and 
overflow car park. 

Delta Properties 
(Cardiff) Ltd - 94 
Lavernock Road, 
Penarth - Two storey 
extension and garage. 
Mr Robert Teesdale - 
Gian yrAfon, 
Llancarfan - Barn 
roofing, new rooflights, 
garage doors and win¬ 
dows. 

Lt Col R L Traherne - 
Vianshill Earm, The 
Downs, St Nicholas - 

Installation of a single 
small scale wind turbine 
(up to 35m tip height) 
and associated equip¬ 
ment. 

Mr Ben Doonan -11 
Marine Parade, 

Penarth - Reduce and 
reshape bay tree, pol¬ 
lard by approximately 
one third three lime 
trees, fell one lime tree 
and one Holm oak and 
reduce and reshape one 
holly tree. 

Fitz Project 
Management -10 
Aneurin Road, Barry - 


Demolition of outhouse 
and replacement with 
ground floor kitchen. 

Mr Peter Marriott - 
Woodlands Cottage, 
Llandough, Cowbridge 

- Extension and alter¬ 
ations to dwelling, 
including a new roof 
construction and access, 
plus demolition of exist¬ 
ing extensions. 

Mrs Jennings - 6 High 
Meadow, Llantwit 
Major - Conservatory 
to the rear elevation. 
Miss Bethanne Binding 

- Land ojfArgae Lane, 
Dinas Powys - Vehicle 
turning hardstand and 
the erection of a horse 
stable on pasture land. 
Mr Martin Symonds - 4 
Birch Lane, Penarth - 
Single storey kitchen 
extension to rear of 
property. 

Mr Paul Beeslee - 8 
Plover Way, Penarth - 
Single storey side/rear 
extension, internal 
alterations, porch infill 
and canopy and dormer 
alterations. 


Survival is the 'bee all and 
end air in the colonies... 


S PRING is at 
last beginning 
to show; 
celandines, prim¬ 
roses, and dande¬ 
lions are appearing 
in greater numbers, 
and even the 
Blackthorn is show¬ 
ing faint traces of 
white blossom. 

The bees are active, 
but the chill east winds 
are preventing foraging 
on a regular basis from 
taking place. On days 
when the sun has put in 
an appearance for any 
length of time, bees 
have ventured out. 

However, unless we 
get a change in the 
weather pattern, i.e. 
warmer, I will have to 
continue with the feed¬ 
ing of all colonies. A 


NEWS FROM THE 
FONMON APIARY 


great provider of pollen 
and nectar for the bees 
here at Fonmon would 
have been the oilseed 
rape, but due to very 
unseasonable condi¬ 
tions, it is not showing 
any sign of normal 
growth yet. 

Some of it may well 
even fail altogether. 

Several members of 
the beekeeping fraterni¬ 
ty are reporting losses 
of colonies, and this is 
mainly due to the pro¬ 
longed winter. 

Those of us who 
have colonies surviving 
may well be able to 
help out when, and if, 
our own bees begin to 
expand - that is, the 
Queens start laying and 


external sources of 
pollen and nectar 
become available. 

As I have often 
pointed out, the weather 
is the dominating factor 
- last year’s weather 
certainly disrupted the 
country as a whole and 
everyone suffered to 
some degree. 

Many factors are 
working against the sur¬ 
vival of the honeybee at 
present. Indeed, the fate 
of many pollinating 
insects is in the balance; 
should they disappear 
from the face of the 
earth our diets will 
change dramatically. 

What is causing this 
decline? I have some 
idea myself, but until 


Market "holds steady’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15) 

It seems that the Government’s 
recent efforts to encourage banks to 
offer more affordable mortgages may 
now be starting the bear fruit and 
assist purchasers. 

Looking ahead, respondents are 
optimistic that the recent increase in 


transactions is set to continue. A net 
balance of 24 per cent more surveyors 
expect sales to rise even further over 
the coming three months. 

Also, Welsh chartered surveyors 
are optimistic that the price stability 
seen in recent months will persist 
over the coming three months. 


the various trials and 
governmental bodies 
put together their data 
and reach definitive 
conclusions and, of 
course, make them 
available for all to read 
and digest, I will have 
to keep my ideas to 
myself. 

Cardiff Beekeeping 
Society now have 
beginners’ courses 
under way. It is hoped 
that those new to the 
management of honey¬ 
bees will not become 
too dismayed if their 
first foray into beekeep¬ 
ing does not provide 
them with some honey 
by the year’s end. 

Those who do take 
up the craft, are entering 
at a very challenging 
time, and even seasoned 
beekeepers are not 
always on top of the 
challenges. 

So, as Shakespeare 
put it, “Once more to 
the breach, dear friends, 
once more.” 

I for one will certain¬ 
ly be striving to ensure 
the survival of honey¬ 
bees and all insects - be 
they pollinators or no. 

Harold Williams 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 



uppumiu j 

comiiiiiffi CBiniE 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 


New Way r 

Solar 

Energy 



WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

roisCOUNTS FOR THeI 

OVER 60s on Tuesdays 








m 



EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING APRIL 

Only with this voucher 


Fuel costs rise again • they will only ever go up! 


and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
AH In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


If vou can afford to lose £s 

on your energy bills you 
don’t need solar panels 

But if you want to put £s 

_ in your Hank and save £s on 

r| energy bills 

|l you need solar panels 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 


Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • LEG • 


We are a local company 
that will survey your 
property and design your 
system for free. 

[Over £600.00 per annum 
Tax Free and Index 
linked for 20 years 
Up to 50% OFF your 
Electricity bill 

FINANCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO TERMS & CONDITIONS 

If you are thinking about Solar PV and would like advice 
or more Information contact us. 


u: 079735243 58 - Kevin on 07989358966 
newwaysolsrenergy.com 
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REFURBISHING & UPDATING 

GRAND SALE! 


£695,000 FURNITURE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL! 

Nun^., to improve ihc siive for the futim:, ^ve will umleruikc an extensive slKiwroom femetchandtsing & updating pro)eet iiveluding 
new' interior decor and external fnscia pniniwork ond new displays and ranges We must clear the floor without delay, so that this major 
work may cornnKOcc. The store Is presenHv cloved while wc ixstacc pHccs uimJ prepare the divphivv for the lauiKh of our 
1695 . 9 IMI Rr.Fl RBISIIINC. & UPDATINCi iMWO Fl RVm RF. SALE! 

W’e must urgently sell all our hedv fumiturr ond accessories includin|rEasy chairs, rcclincr stiitev rrser rccliners, dining tables A: chairs, 
sideboards, ncsts'of tables, bookcases, eott'ee tables, wardrobes, chests, beds, bedfirames. adjustable electric beds, mattresses, hcadboanls. 
pillows, nttfs. mirmrs, etc.^ etc AhsnluteK Every thing Must Rc S«ild Out iLs.A.p! 

EVERY SfNCl.F PRICF WILE BF DRASTICALl.V REDl CED: THIS IS Ol R BIGGEST SAI L EVER! 

ALL GOODS WILL BE CLEARLY MARKED FOR SALE ON A FIRST CLAIM BASIS EVTR^THING ...INCLITDING NEW^ 
FACTORY ORDERS WILL BE AVAIL ABIE TO YOU AT LOWER PRICES THAN FVTR IN OLTR HISTORY! 


MASSIVi: 3 DAY I’lJBLK' SAl.E I HIS FRIDAY, SAI I RDAV & SL NDAY 





JUST A SAMPLE OF WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE STORE.... 

k. A 


ANNAGHMORE 

CROWN 

3 seat sofa plus 
2 armchairs 
Full recliner suite 
WAS £2599 


NOW £1199 


CHIC 

Circular dining table 
with beech top plus 
4 matching chairs 
WAS £399 


RAUCH 

WHITNEY 

91cm wardrobe with 
2 hinged doors 
finished in beech 
WAS £279 




NOW £125 


RAUCH 

LORRETTO 

225cm wardrobe unit 
with 5 doors and 
3 drawers 
WAS £599 


KOZEE SLEEP 

OLYMPIC 

4ft 6ins double divan 
with ‘firmer feel’ 
mattress & base 
WAS £299 


W\. 


NOW £85 


EASY RISER 

Power recliner 
armchair in soft 
eco leather 

WAS £599 


W\. 


RAUCH 

HAVARD 

180cm wardrobe 
plus 4+2 chest plus 
2 X bedside cabinets 
Heart Beech 
WAS £1426 


NOW £699 


JADE 

2 seat wing sofa in 
quality fabric. 
Queen Anne Style 
WAS £649 




DELTA 

Coffee Table with 
chrome frame 
and rectangular 
bevelled glass top 
WAS £169 


HARRISON 

HAVEN 

3ft single divan 
High quality pocket 
spring mattress & base 
WAS £799 


NOW £49 




NOW £399 


M NOW £2^ NOW £179 


NOW £375 


HIGHGATE 
SUPREME VASCO 

5ft Kingsize divan 
+ 2 drawers. Memory 
pocket spring mattress 
c/w headboard 
WAS £999 


KYOTO 

FUTON 

Traditional futon 
complete with 
buttoned mattress 
WAS £399 


9%. NOW £194 NOW £499 NOW £159 


RAUCH 

Large store cupboard 
2 X cupboards and 
5 drawers 
WAS £399 


RESTWELL 

COUNTY 

High back armchair 
with footstool. 
Show-wood swivel base 
WAS £399 


ROOT 

Coffee table in solid 
root-wood. 
Rustic style 
WAS £329 


SHIRE 

Large sideboard/ 
wine rack (40 bottles) 
solid oak 
WAS £599 


DORLUX 

JAZZ 

3ft single divan 
with coil sprung 
mattress and base 
WAS £299 


NOW £125 


^OW£^ 


PI 

NOW £129 

PI 

NOW £349 



w%. ^OW£^ 


ALL PICTURES, 
MIRRORS, 
RUGS, LAMP AND 
ACCESSORIES 
PRICED 
TOGO 


Town & Country 

FURNITURE 


S'? Brackla Street Centre, 


KVENT HOU RS 

Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. CF31 1BZ. 


FriUlhApriL. 10-6 

Tel: 01656 653147 


Sat 13th April.. 10-6 

All nirers subject ti> availability. 

C iX t 

Sun l4thApriL».ll-4 



Ample Local Car Parking 


OPE\ miSSlWDAY! 
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LOCAL ARTISTS CAPTURE MAGIC 
OF SPRINGTIME IN PORTHCAWL 


Silver Band’s 
new venture 


NEWS FROM 
PORTHCAWL 
ART SOCIETY 


THE first art exhi¬ 
bition of 2013 has 
opened in the 
Porthcawl Society’s 
John Street 
Gallery. 

A spokeswoman for 
the society reports: 

We are delighted to 
say that the weather 
has not kept visitors 
away from visiting the 
town’s gallery to view 
the work of our talent¬ 
ed artists. 

With visitors arriv¬ 
ing on coaches, it is an 
ideal situation in the 
town centre, above the 
local museum. 

Many people visit 
both without having to 
brave the cold weather 
we have experienced 
this year. 

Our latest spring 
mixed exhibition has 
many colourful paint¬ 
ings to see. Awards 
were given for the 
most attractive, skilled 
works and first place 
was awarded to well 
known local artist, 
Clive Callen, who’s 
painted a fine art oil 
painting of Old Raven 
Forge at Merthyr 
Mawr. 

The second award 


went to ex-art teacher 
and well known artist, 
Elizabeth Campbell, 
for a lovely water¬ 
colour painting called 
Yesteryear. 

Third place went to 
another very popular 
and versatile painter, 
Lydia Nicholson who 
painted an acrylic of 
Poppies. 

You can now view 
all of the paintings and 
many more in our 
gallery in John Street, 
Porthcawl (open most 
days 11am - 4pm). 

If you are interested 
in painting but do not 
have the confidence to 
join a professional 
class, come along and 
see us on a Wednesday 
afternoon and meet us 
all. 

As one of the oldest 
societies of artists in 
Wales, you are wel¬ 
come to join us for 
learning, fun and com¬ 
pany. 

As a registered 
charity, we will be 
arranging more 
demonstrations. Many 
of us go out in the 
street to display our 
work and chat to 
tourists and locals 
alike! 



O GMORE 

Valley Silver 
Band is 

beginning a new 
venture in the form 
of a training band 
and a percussion 
class, commencing 
on Wednesday, 
April 17. 

We are looking for 
people of all ages and 
abilities to come and 
learn a hobby and a skill 
for life through the 
medium of music. 

This new class will 
start from the essence of 
making music in a 
group through a percus¬ 
sion workshop, to play¬ 
ing brass instruments in 
a band setting, creating 
fun and enjoyable 
music. 

Music is a great tool 
for learning, team build¬ 
ing and wellbeing, not 
only for individuals but 
also for communities. 

Bands and choirs 
bring communities 
together, provide enter¬ 
tainment and can create 
recognition on an inter¬ 
national platform. 


Ogmore Valley Silver 
band are National 
Champions within the 
brass band network, 
recently qualifying for 
the National 
Championships of Great 
Britain, and are also 
prizewinners at the 
National Eisteddfod of 
Wales. 

We are looking for 
volunteers and support¬ 
ers to advertise this 
great opportunity for 
Ogmore and instrumen¬ 
talists of all ages and 
abilities to come and 
have a go! 

The percussion band 
class will be every 
Wednesday from 5pm to 
5.30pm and the training 
band class every 
Wednesday (5.30pm to 
6.30pm) in Ogmore 
Bandroom, Bethania 
Row, Ogmore Vale. 
ALICE JONES, 
(Musical Director 
Ogmore Valley Silver 
Band) 



ABOVE: Clive Callen’s ‘Old Raven 
Forge’ won first prize. 


Advice roadshow 

A ROADSHOW to highlight the advice 
and support available to people affected 
by benefit chnges comes to Bridgend on 
Wednesday, April 17. 

Independent advice services and housing 
associations are teaming up with councils to 
ensure that people are aware of the changes, 


reaches Bridgend 

and where they can go for help if they need it. 

Representatives from Shelter Cymru, 
Citizens Advice, and the CHC will be on 
Adare Street at the Caroline Street junction 
all day Wednesday to answer questions from 
the public. 





Independent education for children of all abilities from 2 -16 years old 


KINGS 

MONKTON 

SCHOOL 


OPEN AFTERNOON 


6 West Grove, Cardiff CF24 3XL 


www.kingsmonkton.org.uk 
Email: mail@kingsmonkton.org.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)29 2048 2854 


FRIDAY 26th APRIL 2013 - 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm 

See the school in action, chat to our staff, hear our pians for the future and find out first hand what our schooi can offer your chiid. 

To register your interest in attending, email 

mail@kingsmonkton.org.uk or caii 02920 482854 

Fees from £550 per month 

Now under the new ownership of Heathfield Independent Schools 
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Out and About with The Gl 



G.I. Joe’s second 
outing is brash, 
dumb {and a little fun!) 


T here are 
many things 
in life that 
send a chill to the 
very marrow of my 
bones; the thought 
of starting my 
Christmas shopping 
on December 24, 
cats, and having to 
watch episodes of 
The Only Way is 
Essex until the end 
of time. 

However, all of these 
are infinitely more 
appealing than the 
thought of having to sit 
through G.I Joe: Rise of 
the Cobra again. 

An unmitigated vapid 
mess of a film, it is two 
hours that neither 
myself, nor anyone who 
has seen it, will ever get 
back. That a sequel was 
on the cards was another 
scary thought; however 
G.I Joe: Retaliation has 
ditched original director 
Stephen Sommers and 
much of the cast, and 
brought on board both 
Dwayne Johnson and 
Bruce Willis. 

This time round, the 
Joes (numbering, among 
others, .Johnson's 
Roadblock and Adrienne 
Palicki's Lady Jaye) are 
forced to battle not just 
the evil Cobra organisa¬ 
tion but also the 
American government, 
when they are ambushed 
and accused of being 
traitors to their country. 

The surviving Joes 
must find out what has 


happened and stop the 
world from bring taken 
over by a familiar face... 

It's safe to say that 
any expectation level I 
had for G.I Joe: 
Retaliation was tem¬ 
pered somewhat by the 
fact that it had jettisoned 
its director and cast and 
was moving on to make 
a fresh start; and, to be 
fair, it is a successful 
one to a point, as the 
elements that made the 
first outing so intensely 
hateful (farewell the 
'comic relief of Marlon 
Wayans) have been 
stripped. 

The result is a slight, 
generally entertaining 
film that does exactly 
what you would expect 
it to do with as little sub¬ 
tlety as you would imag¬ 
ine, and makes for a 
pretty diverting 110 min¬ 
utes of cinema. 

Your life won’t 
change as a result of it 
(no matter how big a G.I 
Joe fan you are), and 
you won’t remember it 
by the time the credits 
roll, but for entertain¬ 
ment that makes most 
‘mindless’ offerings look 
like Tolstoy, it works. 

The change in the 
director’s chair helps, 
with John M Chu strip¬ 
ping back Stephen 
Sommers’ ridiculous ten¬ 
dencies and grounding 
the film as much as you 
can when it involves 
nanobot technology and 
massive underground 
prisons. 

His work on the likes 


PACT meetings 


PETERSTON-SUPER- 
ELY PACT, Pendoylan 
School on April 11 at 
7.45pm. 

COWBRIDGE 
PACT, Cowbridge Fire 
Station, April 15 at 7pm. 

ST AUGUSTINES 
PACT, The Windsor 
Public House, Windsor 
Road, Penarth on April 
17 at 7pm. 

DINAS POWYS 
PACT, St Mary’s 
Church Hall, Edith 


Road, April 22 at 7pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN 
PACT, The Residents’ 
Board Office, 28 
Coychurch Rise, Barry, 
April 23 at 10.30am. 

DYEAN PACT, 
North Walk Community 
Centre, North Walk, 
Barry, on April 28, 7pm. 

CASTLELAND 
PACT, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, 
April 29 at 7pm. 



Llantwit Major Surf 
Life Saving Club... 

Calling All Members 
Past and Present... 

In 2013, LMSLSC are celebrating 
50 years of life saving and to honour this 
key milestone in our clubs history, we are 
holding a black tie dinner/dance at MoD 
St Athan on Saturday 28th September. 

We would love to invite all those that have been members, 
who have given up their own time and been part of this great 
club’s history over the years to join in the celebrations with us. 

Tickets are £50 per person, which includes pre-dinner drinks, 
a 3-course dinner and live music from Big Mac’s Wholly Soul Band. 

It wouldn't be the same without you, so if you would like to 
purchase tickets please email lmslsc_SOCial@hotmail.COm 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


of Step Up 3D has 
shown he can be a visu¬ 
ally interesting director 
without having to worry 
about things like charac¬ 
ter development and log¬ 
ical plotting. 

So it goes here, the 
film ticking all the 
action movie boxes and 
delivering explosions, 
shoot-outs and as much 
bloodless violence as a 
12A film can muster, 
with one sequence, 
involving a ninja battle 
across mountain tops, 
very impressively han¬ 
dled. 

The script is as one- 
note and anodyne as you 
would expect, dealing in 
generic ‘world domina¬ 
tion’ territory with very 
little originality, while 
the characters manage to 
avoid undergoing any¬ 
thing like a journey. 

Only Adrianne 
Palicki’s Jaye and 
Byung-hun Lee’s Storm 
Shadow have some sem¬ 


blance of characterisa¬ 
tion, while some, like 
D.J Cotrona’s Flint, have 
barely any importance 
and even less personali¬ 
ty. 

Thankfully, the film’s 
saving grace comes in 
the hulking shape of 
Dwayne Johnson, who, 
while on nowhere near 
the form he has shown 
in the likes of Fast Five, 
has just about enough 
charisma to give the 
character of Roadblock 
something that is defi¬ 
nitely not on the page, 
the actor in his physical 
element. 

Similarly Bruce 
Willis’ extended cameo 
as G.I Joe himself sees 
the actor hardly extend¬ 
ing himself, but Willis 
offers a nod and a wink 
that at least shows the 
film isn’t afraid of tak¬ 
ing itself seriously - and 
that is perhaps the 
biggest saver for G.I 
Joe: Retaliation, that it’s 
a film that knows it’s 
noting more than a pop¬ 
corn film with little 
smarts and plenty of 
brawn. 

On those terms, it can 
be viewed as a success. 

VERDICT - 
Intelligent blockbuster? 
Go elsewhere, but for an 
idiotic action movie that 
promises little but deliv¬ 
ers enough, G.I Joe: 
Retaliation isn’t half 
bad. There are no points 
for its ridiculous script 
nor acting, but plenty for 
providing dumb enter¬ 
tainment that doesn’t 
linger. Average. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Shoot 'Em Up 
(2007), Independence 
Day (1996) 


Micro-chip your 
dog for free 

THE Dogs Trust rehoming centre in 
Bridgend is teaming up with a Barry pet 
store for a canine welfare event. 

Dog owners in the area can have their dog 
microchipped for free, and they can make an 
appointment to take advantage of a reduced fee for 
neutering their pet. 

Dogs Trust will be at Pets R Us, I A, Regent Street, 
Barry, CF62 8DS, on Monday, May 13 
(llam-3.30pm), and Tuesday, May 14 
(llam-3.30pm). 



Llangeinor Hunt 

Point-to-Point 

to be held on 

(Saturday 20th April 

First Race 2.00 pm 

★ new VENUE: ★ 
Dunraven Stud, 
PYLE 

Mid Glam CF33 6RL 

[Enquiries: Contact Judith Tudor on 01656 650001 


Cowbridge 

concert 

THIS Saturday (April 
11) at 7.30pm in 
Cowbridge Town Hall, 
St Donat’s Atlantic 
Chorale will be joined 
by guest soprano 
Shoshana Pavett to 
open their 2013 pro¬ 
gramme with ‘Songs 
from Stage and 
Screen’. 

Ward advice 

LABOUR Vale and 
Barry town councillors 
for Castleland Ward, 
Chris Elmore, Pamela 
Drake, Les Sword and 
Karl Kuhnell, will be 
holding an advice sur¬ 
gery on Saturday 
(April 13) in the Drop- 
In Centre, Castleland 
Community Centre, 
Belvedere Crescent, 
Barry, from 10.30am 
until 12pm. No 
appointment necessary. 
Contact Coun Chris 
Elmore on 01446 
450007, or 07867 
506116. 

Car boot 

ROMILLY Primary 
School, on Romilly 
Road, Barry, is holding 
a car boot sale in the 
playground on 
Saturday, April 13 
from 2pm-4pm. 

Stalls and activities, 
refreshments. The event 
is organised by the 
Romilly School PTA, 
with all proceeds going 
towards the school. 

Tractor road 
run 

THE Tractor Boys of 
Aberthin, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the 
Blacksmith’s Arms, 
Llanmaes, are holding 
a tractor road run on 
April 14 in memory of 
Carol Ann Pitts, who 
sadly passed away 
recently. 

All proceeds will go 
to the Marie Curie 
Hospice at Penarth; 
starting from Arthur 
John car park, 
Cowbridge, CF7 7YG. 

Gate open 8.30am for 
10am start. Tea and cof¬ 
fee to start; lunch break 
at the Blacksmith’s 
Arms. 

Wartime 

museum 

THE Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre, based on Barry 
Island Railway Station, 
will be open on Sunday, 
April 14 at Ham and 
on Wednesdays at 2pm. 
Admission is free. 

Age Concern 
spring fayre 

AGE CONCERN 
Cardiff and Vale is 
holding a spring fayre 
at the Senior Health 
Shop on Tuesday, April 
16. 

It will be opened by 
Coun Les Sword at 
10am. 

There will also be a 
raffle and refreshments 
will be on sale. 

Admission is free. 
Contact 01446 
732385for further infor¬ 
mation. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


Ewenny 

concert 

EWENNY Arts 
Eestival at Ewenny 
Priory Church pres¬ 
ents Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir and soloists in 
concert on April 18 at 
7.30pm. 

Musical director, 
Philip Juliff, with 
accompanists Andrew 
Chinnock and Beryl 
Evans. 

Tickets on 01656 
653020; 667047; 

664105 or www.ewen- 
nyfestival.co.uk. 

Spring farce 

ON April 18, 19 and 
20, Dinas Powys 
Players present the 
farce Tons of Money at 
the Parish Hall, 
Britway Road, at 
7.30pm. 

Telephone 02920 
512868 or 02921 
406168. 

Art society 

ON Thursday, April 
18, Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes 
Abergavenny artist 
Helen Langford, who 
will give a demonstra¬ 
tion of painting a land¬ 
scape with acrylics (see 
www.helenlangfor- 
dartist.co.uk). 

The society meets on 
Thursday evenings at 
the Old Hall, 

Cowbridge, 7pm-9pm. 
Visitors welcome. For 
full programme, see 
www.cowbridgeartsoci- 
ety.com. 

PTA quiz 

COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive School 
PTA quiz with cheese 
and wine on Eriday, 
April 19 at 7pm at the 
school. 

Tickets £8 per head, 
available from the 
school reception or 
Xantippe in Cowbridge. 
Call 07979148939 for 
details. 

Penarth 

coffee 

A COEEEE morning 
will be held in All 
Saints Church, Lesser 
Hall, Victoria Square, 
Penarth, on Saturday, 
April 20, 10am-12 
noon. 

Entry £1 to include 
tea/coffee and a Welsh 
cake; stalls. All pro¬ 
ceeds to Parkinson’s 
Cymru. 

Porthcawl 

Buckaneers 

THE theme for the 
Porthcawl Buckaneers 
Carnival on July 20 is 
‘TV shows’. 

Anyone wishing to 
enter afloat or as walk¬ 
ers, should contact 
Kerry Marlow on 01656 
771457, or email mar- 
lowk@sky.com. 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 

• £2,000: 564958. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £11,500, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 395650, 

173148, 976586, 844887, 
342404, 440142, 328885, 
790297, 626289, 122291, 
472149, 963916, 112978, 
538239, 488332, 738787, 
673012, 777166. 

• £5: 540022, 209159, 

406921, 475487, 675394, 
867316, 291861, 563372, 
166138, 387167, 440631, 
534865, 309898, 412062, 
551274, 207827, 655809, 
736874, 848308, 601153, 
716308, 802214, 409196, 
241786, 566939, 468775, 
802182, 188604, 492240, 
200180, 159672, 382511, 
274948, 367625, 566493, 
560090, 786169, 206886, 
848933, 522274, 


379461, 509099, 729011, 
123957, 515045, 127144, 
178684, 294880, 772064, 
620310, 156067, 419776, 
561784, 463370, 203446, 
513529, 723624, 783835, 
630880. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


CAR BOOT 
SALE 

Every Sunday 
10am-4pm 

The field adjacent 
to Sky Plaza Hotel, 
near Rhoose Airport. 

Sellers 9am - 
£5 per car 
Free entry for buyers 

07979 046963 


NATIONAL HUNT HORSE RACING 

Ystrad Taf Fechan 

POINT TO POINT 

at Uplands Farm, YSTRADOWEN, Cowbridge 
Saturday, 13th April - 1st Race 2.00 pm 
Pleased to host the 

AREA FEATURE 
PLACE 

£1,000 prize money and the 
AGA Ladies Open Qualifying Race 

Leanne 07890 376340 
I Shauna 07737 532509 or Phii 07802 799131 

{Come and enjoy a family day out at the races) 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGED 

{ '^PORTHKERRY2:J> J 

I WE ARE NOW OPEN: * 

t FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
t & DAYTIME SUNDAYS t 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

plus Bingo 


{ Friday 12th April j 

;; KARAOKE I 

t Saturday 13th April X 

I KT (Female Vocalist) t 
t Friday 19th April J 

I PAVE BARTLETT * 

I Saturday 20th April t 

* ENCORE (Live Sand) t 

t Friday 26th April t 

I KARAOKE t 

I Saturday 27th April j 

{ REBECCA EVE I 

I Traditional j 

* SUNDAY ROAST * 

* only £7.95 } 

t CAR BOOT SALE * 

t EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

^ To find us - click directions@ 

? vvww.firejoust.com J 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 





Enquiries: Call 
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Soroptimists’ cheque 
for faceup cymru 
charity in Bridgend 



p.i, 

1 111 ' 


J. 

f. 
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Pupils are in 
the fast lane 


A TEAM of pri¬ 
mary school pupils 
has raced to the top 
at a regional 
Formula 1-based 
challenge. 

Rapid Racers, a team 
of six pupils (pictured on 
page 6) from Mynydd 
Cynffig Juniors, sped 
past 20 other south Wales 
primary school teams to 
be overall winners of the 
FI in primary schools - 
South Wales Jaguar 
Primary School 

Challenge 2013, at the 
Waterfront Museum, 
Swansea. 

The annual competi¬ 
tion features primary 
school teams pitting their 
wits against each other as 
they research, design, 
manufacture and race 
their own balsa wood 
Formula 1 cars, which 
are driven by compact 
compressed air. 

Designing and manu¬ 
facturing their car based 
on the research they con¬ 
ducted into aerodynam¬ 
ics and histoiy’s fastest 
vehicles. Rapid Racers’ 
car featured a Concorde- 
like nose and a body sim¬ 
ilar to the Bloodhound 
supersonic car which will 
attempt to rocket to 
l,000mph in 2014. 

The racers sent several 
letters to local businesses 
as part of the competition 
requesting sponsorship, 
which would allow them 
to produce Rapid Racers 
t-shirts and caps to boost 
their team identity. 

The Pyle-based wood¬ 
en garden product manu¬ 
facturer, Custom 

Creations, which uses a 
computer aided design 
(CAD) and manufactur¬ 
ing process similar to the 
one used by the team, 
provided the cash injec¬ 
tion the team required. 

The speedsters were 
invited to the 
Engineering Education 
Scheme Wales (EESW) 
Awards and Presentation 
Day at the Celtic Manor 
Resort, Newport, where 
they displayed their 
work, raced their model 


car, and also met Eirst 
Minister, Carwyn Jones. 

The Rapid Racers will 
now race their way to 
Coventry’s Ricoh Arena 
in June to represent south 
Wales at the national 
finals of the competition. 

Mynydd Cynffig 
headteacher Neil Davies, 
said: “I am extremely 
proud of the achievement 
of our pupils. 

“To get selected for 
the team back in January, 
they had to work hard on 
their presentations. Since 
then, the pupils have 
been totally committed to 
this competition and they 
have worked tirelessly 
with the teachers, Mrs 
Helen Power and Mr 
Mark Pedler. 

“Their dedication and 
perseverance deserved to 
be recognised and I know 
how excited they all are 
about representing the 
south Wales region at the 
national finals in June.” 

Mynydd Cynffig 
weren’t Bridgend County 
Borough’s only success 
in the competition, as 
Coety Primary’s Coety 
Cobras team won the 
‘Best Designed Car’ and 
‘Best Use of CAD’ cate¬ 
gories, and Llangewydd 
Juniors’ Supreme Sharks 
took the ‘Best 
Manufactured Car’ and 
‘Eastest Car’ awards. 

Coun Huw David, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children 
and young people, said: 
“Mynydd Cynffig, Coety 
and Llangewydd have all 
done exceptionally well 
to win these awards. 

“This competition has 
highlighted the wealth of 
computer and design tal¬ 
ent that exists in the 
county borough’s 

schools. I think that the 
children are in pole posi¬ 
tion to become Eormula 
1 designers of the future. 

“I’d like to wish the 
best of luck to the Rapid 
Racers when they repre¬ 
sent south Wales at the 
national finals in June.” 


Pictured (ABOVE) left to right, are: Claire 
Fisher, speech and language therapist, 
with Anne Hughes, treasurer, Kathryn 
Delpak, immediate past president of 
Bridgend Soroptimists, and Jill Lauverne, 
(Director faceup cymru’). 

BRIDGEM) Soroptimists raised £500 for 
faceup cymru a Welsh charity supporting 
people who have undergone facial surgery 
or suffered facial disfigurement. 

It works closely with surgical, medical and nurs¬ 
ing teams in the NHS throughout Wales, having 
recently appointed to its clinical team a speech and 
language therapist and a state registered dietician. 

The cheque was handed over at a presentation in 
the University Hospital of Wales. 


Sponsor a dog 
to Go Walkies! 



DOG owners and 
their four-legged 
friends are invited 
to take part in ‘Go 
Walkies’, a spon¬ 
sored dog walk 
with a twist, on 
Saturday, April 20. 

The concept is simple 
- it’s the dog that gets 
sponsored! In return, 
each canine participant 
receives a free 
Eukanuba goodie bag 
and its very own Go 
Walkies dog tag to wear 
proudly on its collar. 

The event is being 
organised by 
Countrywide Stores on 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate to raise vital 
funds for Guide Dogs 
Cynuu. 

Among those taking 
part in the walk will be 
guide dog Leo and his 


owner. Sue Taylor, of 
Broadlands, Bridgend. 

Get your sponsor 
form in advance from 
Countrywide, or turn up 
at the store on the day. 
Registration is from 
9.30am and the walk 
starts at 10am. For 
more details, ring the 
store on 01656 652115. 


THE WRU KICKS OFF 
THE BIG LUNCH 2013 


THE Welsh Rugby Union 
(WRU) is urging rugby 
clubs in Bridgend to to get 
inyolved in a national ini¬ 
tiative this summer. The 
Big Lunch, to create 
stronger communities and 
encourage more people to 
walk through the doors of 
their local rugby club. 

The Big Lunch, which falls on 
June 2 this year, is an idea from 
the Eden Project and is funded 
by The Big Lottery Eund, 
encouraging neighbours across 
the UK to come together on one 
day to share a few hours of food, 
friendship and fun. 

Last year’s Big Lunch was a 
huge success, with eight and a 
half million people coming 
together with neighbours, friends 
and family over the Diamond 
Jubilee weekend. 

Wales and Scarlets’ centre 
Scott Williams has lent his sup¬ 
port to the project: “Rugby clubs 
are at the heart of almost every 
community across Wales and, as 
we received so much support 
during this year’s Six Nations, 
we can’t but feel a sense of pride 
in those communities. 

“However, rugby clubs need 


our support too. They need play¬ 
ers and volunteers in order to 
produce the next generation of 
Welsh rugby players. Their doors 
are always open to new mem¬ 
bers, and holding a Big Lunch on 
June 2 is a great way to welcome 
new people of all ages into rugby 
clubs. 

“It’s important that people 
continue to come together, for 
whatever reason, this year 
whether it is through sporting 
events or community initiatives 
like The Big Lunch, which is 
why we’re urging rugby clubs to 
hold Big Lunches on June 2.” 

“Holding a Big Lunch event 
may seem daunting at first but by 
requesting a free starter pack, 
including posters, invitations, a 
planner and other materials, from 
www.thebiglunch.com, getting 
the ball rolling is made a lot easi¬ 
er”, said Sir Tim Smit, chief 
executive of Eden Project and 
co-founder of The Big Lunch. 

“We are delighted that the 
WRU is supporting The Big 
Lunch again this year. Sport has 
such an important role to play in 
our communities, especially in 
Wales, and we hope that clubs 
across the country will come 
together for some community fun 
on 2 June.” 


John Rose, Big Lottery Lund 
Wales Director, stated: “It was 
inspiring to see so many commu¬ 
nities coming together in 2012 
over a bite to eat whilst enjoying 
their Big Lunch and Jubilee cele¬ 
brations. The Big Lunch is a 
great way of helping people to 
develop a much stronger sense of 
local community. That’s why the 
Big Lottery Lund is proud to be 
supporting again in 2013.” 

The Big Lunch is a Lottery- 
funded initiative, led by the Eden 
Project and supported by 
MasterCard, Kingsmill and Asda, 
encouraging neighbours to share 
a few hours of food, friendship 
and fun on Sunday 2 June 2013. 

The idea is to get as many 
people as possible across the UK 
to have lunch with their neigh¬ 
bours on one day a year and a 
massive eight and a half million 
people took part in 2012. The 
initiative aims to create stronger, 
friendlier communities in which 
people start to share things, from 
conversation and ideas to skills 
and resources. 

For further information or to 
request your free pack including 
posters, invitations, a planner 
and other materials to help 
organise your Big Lunch, visit: 
WWW. thebiglunch. com. 


PIANIST TO 
PERFORM 
FOR CHARITY 


TWELVE years 
ago, the Rotary 
organisation estab¬ 
lished a new charity 
called ShelterBox. 

The simple aim was 
to maintain a store of 
easily portable plastic 
containers that can each 
be filled with essential 
supplies and easily trans¬ 
ported to bring comfort 
to those affected by nat¬ 
ural disasters. 

Over the years, it has 
responded to over 200 
national and man-made 
disasters in over ninety 
countries. 

VULNERABLE 

ShelterBox is now an 
independent charity 
bringing aid to the 
world’s most vulnerable 
people. 

The only problem is 
that the demand for 
these simple but effec¬ 
tive boxes has meant 
that supplies have been 
running low. 

The Llantwit Major 
Rotary Club’s president, 
John Clarke, and Paul 
Motte, of Atlantic 
College, decided to raise 
funds by putting on a 
concert in the superb 
Bradenstoke Hall at St 
Donats Castle. 

The difficulty was 


TRACTOR RUN 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Ploughing and 
Hedging Society will be staging the Annual 
Tractor Run in support of the Ed Evans 
Foundation on Sunday, April 28. 

The run will leave Frank Sutton’s yard, St 
Mary Hill, at 10am and the route through the 
Vale has been mapped out by the Aberthin 
Tractor Boys. 

There will be vintage and modern tractors and 
all are welcome. 

Entry and sponsorship forms can be obtained 
from Basil George on 01656 654440, or turn up 
on the day at 9.30am for registration. Good 
weather has been ordered for the day! 


whom to ask to perform. 
Past district governor, 
Don Carsley, who is a 
member of the Llantwit 
Major club, came to the 
rescue by suggesting 
Italian international con¬ 
cert pianist Lrancesco 
Attesti who, happily, is 
also a Rotarian. 

Sgnr Attesti is consid¬ 
ered one of the finest 
interpreters of the 
romantic and early 20th 
century repertoire and 
has agreed to give a 
classical piano concert 
of famous and much¬ 
loved pieces at the cas¬ 
tle on Saturday, April 27 
at 7.30 pm. 

All proceeds will be 
given by Atlantic 
College and Llantwit 
Major Rotary Club to 
ShelterBox, on behalf of 
the community. 
OPPORTUNITY 

John Clarke 

explained: “Sgnr Attesti 
normally performs in the 
great concert halls of the 
world. 

“Lor one night only, 
he will be at St Donat’s 
Castle, playing music by 
Bach, Beethoven, 
Debussy and Gershwin. 

“People have the 
opportunity to have a 
wonderful evening and 
at the same time support 
a great charity.” 
LIMITED 

He went on to say that 
tickets (at £15 each) 
were now available from 
St Donats Arts Centre 
(Tel. 01446 799100) but, 
inevitably, would be in 
limited supply. 

Those lucky enough 
to attend would be 
served a complimentary 
glass of wine in the 
interval. ER 


Proof that Ed’s 
legacy lives on... 

Foundation’s 
gift for little 
Kiana (aged 5) 



Sue Evans, of the Ed Evans Foundation, 
is pictured with Kiana and her mum 
Suzanne and the new wheelchair. 


LAST week. The 
GEM was pleased 
to publicise one of 
the Vale’s great 
causes - The Ed 
Evans Foundation, 
which had held its 
Easter walk. 

The charity is in 
memory of Marcross 
resident Ed, who died 
in 2007, but prior to 
his death he set up the 
foundation. 

To illustrate how 
Ed’s legacy goes on, it 
was delighted to 
donate a wheelchair to 
Kiana McKirdy, who 
lives in the Vale. 

She is just five 
years old and has been 
diagnosed with 


Perthes’ disease, a 
condition which 
affects her hip joint 
and has left her 
unable to walk. 

Ed’s mum Sue 
explained: “Kiana’s 
wheelchair means she 
can get back to school 
and out and about 
with her family.” 

So far, the Ed Evans 
Foundation has raised 
a remarkable £162,000 
- benefiting a number 
of causes - including 
cancer research and 
research into brain 
tumours. 
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Ebbw Vale’s 
quality shines 
against Athletic 



Callum McCleod on the charge for Bridgend Athletic. 
PICTURE BY GLENNSPORTS 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 40 

Within two minutes 
the Vale extended their 
lead. Another five-metre 
line out drive pulled in 
the Athletic defence and 
the ball was quickly 
moved along the line for 
wing Wes Cunliffe to 
cross in the corner to 
make the score 12-3. 

A third try by Adam 
Jones, converted by 
Lewis, saw the lead 
extended to 19-3. 

The Athletic respond¬ 
ed by opening up play 
from a scrum on their 
own 22. Halfbacks Aled 
Thomas and Lewis fed 
centre Tom Morgan who 
ran an excellent angle to 
slice in between the two 
Ebbw Vale centres and 
run 40 metres before 
handing on to fellow 
centre Hathaway. 

He in turn fed wing 
Price who handed on to 
full back Olds. Olds 
chipped over the full 
back and won the race to 
dive over in the corner 
for the try of the match. 
This left the score 19-8 


A rider from the 
Mount Pleasant 
Riding for the 
Disabled group 
based in 

Rhiwceiliog, 
Pencoed, has quali¬ 
fied for the RDA 
Dressage Anywhere 
Championship 
show. 

Eleanor Willcox, who 
is eight years old, has 
been riding with the 
Mount Pleasant Group 
for just over a year and 
she has really progressed 
during this time. 

Elbe and her mount 
Cefngelli Rainbow, Bow 
to all his friends, rode a 
beautiful test and 
achieved third place and 
a high enough score to 


at half time. 

Eor 10 minutes of the 
second half the Athletic 
were well in the game. 
However, when captain 
hooker Simon Mustoe 
was yellow carded for 
what the referee 
adjudged a deliberate 
knock on, the Steelmen 
took full advantage. 

They kicked the 
resultant penalty to the 
corner and used their 
numerical advantage for 
flanker Ronny Kynes to 
cross from another five- 
metre lineout for their 
bonus point try. 

Within two minutes 
they added a fifth try 
creating an overlap for 
wing Luke Davies; 
Lewis’ conversion 
extended the lead to 31- 
8 . 

Mustoe returned but 
was soon replaced in the 
bin for a technical 
offence by lock Morgan 
Evans. Again the Vale 
showed their ruthless 
streak, opting for a five- 
metre scrum against the 
Athletic pack and push¬ 
ing them over their try 


go through to the next 
round. 

Dressage Anywhere is 
a worldwide competition 
that enables riders to 
film their dressage tests 
from their own yard and 
upload them to the 
Dressage Anywhere 
website forjudging. 

Christopher Jeynes, 
group chairman, said: 
“This type of competi¬ 
tion is perfect for our rid¬ 
ers and ponies, as they 
tend not to be nervous as 
they are working in 
familiar surroudings.” 

Elbe and Bow are due 
to film their 
Championship test this 
month, we will keep you 
posted of their progress! 

AJ 


line for No8 Spence 
Gibson to pick up and 
dive over. Lewis con¬ 
verted this try and a fol¬ 
lowing try from Charlie 
Simpson to extend the 
lead to 45-8. 

With Ebbw now look¬ 
ing for the half century 
the Athletic showed 
great character. Restored 
to their full complement 
of players, the excellent 
Olds joined the line at a 
great angle to slice 
though the Vale defence 
for his second try of the 
game and his seventh of 
the season. Lewis con¬ 
verted. 

Again the Athletic 
went back on the attack 
and a bowing move saw 
a long pass out to wing 
William Williams to 
cross in the comer for 
his first senior try of the 
season. 

Later the young wing 
had further reason to 
celebrate as Cappa Bleu, 
trained by his father 
Evan, came second in 
the Grand National. 

All 20 Athletic play¬ 
ers can be proud of their 
contributions against a 
side 18 points clear at 
the top of the 
Championship and capa¬ 
ble of beating most 
Premiership sides. 

In the backs, Tom 
Morgan and James Olds 
were as good as any 
Ebbw Vale counterpart, 
while at forward, banker 
Sean Williams and Ben 
Thomas were outstand¬ 
ing in defence and attack 
and lock Griff Davies 
tackled himself to a 
standstill. 

Debutant youngster 
Chris Price showed a lot 
of future potential, 
acquitting himself web 
against the top 
Championship side. 

The Athletic visit 
another powerful team 
from the old East divi¬ 
sions, Newbridge, this 
Saturday, before hosting 
the once mighty Pooler 
at Waterton Cross on 
Wednesday, April 17, 
kick off 7.15pm. 

AB 


Local rider 
achieves RDA 
qualifing sucess 


SEVEN SISTERS PROVE TOO 
EXPERIENCED FOR PHOENIX 




Kathryn Stonehouse 
showed good hands tak¬ 
ing the match kick off 
and setting up Phoenix 
ball. The ‘Seven’ pack 
contained considerably 
bigger girls, and home 
scrum half Sam Trickey 
did web to halt the visi¬ 
tors No 8 on the charge. 

The visitors opened 
the scoring after 17 min¬ 
utes through Can Bowen 
Davies, the first of her 
two tries. Phoenix 
returned to the attack 
with half breaks from 
centre Nerys Lloyd and 
Trickey in the 22, and 
Jade Mullen got Phoenix 
off the mark from a 
resultant penalty. 

Seven Sisters then got 
their second try follow¬ 
ing a quick tap penalty, 
Welsh international tight- 
head prop Bethan Howell 
scoring at the posts; 
Rachel Rees added her 
second conversion. 

A blindside break 
from Phoenix No8 Amy 
Stevens put her side on 
the attack, Stevens feed¬ 
ing the elusive Leanne 
Burnell who was eventu¬ 
ally pushed into touch. 

Phoenix continued to 
attack, Trickey with a 
strong mn again making 
the half break into the 
visitors’ 22 where Mullen 
added a second penalty. 

Stevens then did web 
to wrap up an attempted 
dummy from under-20 
international Rees. 
Phoenix outside half 
Sarah Hughes cleared a 
dangerous counter attack 
from the visitors, before 


Stonehouse put in an 
exemplary low tackle on 
the powerful Bowen 
Davies. 

Seven Sisters outside 
half Jami Davies showed 
why she has been 
involved with the 
Ospreys set up, evading a 
number of tackles to 
score at the posts, Rees 
adding the conversion to 
lead 21-6. 

Desperate Phoenix 
defence from Mullen and 
Lloyd then saved a score, 
before Mullen countered 
with a good 40-metre run 
before being pushed out 
of play. 

The loss of both props, 
Michele Halse and Alana 
Shakespeare, through 
injury forced Phoenix to 
take the passive scrum 
option, and the later loss 
of skipper Marina Newth 
compounded matters. 

Despite Phoenix giv¬ 
ing their all until the final 
whistle, the experienced 
visitors finished with 
tries from Jenny Davies, 
Emily Stevens, Helen 
Jones and Rees, taking 
the final score to 50-6. 

Phoenix No 9 Sam 
Trickey was chosen by 
her opponents as home 
player of the match, the 
soccer convert improving 
in the position with every 
match. 

Once again Phoenix 
had given their all 
against the odds, and 
now contemplate the 
long journey to 
Caernarfon for the sec¬ 
ond time this season! 

TR 


Bridgend chess 
league round-up 

IN division 4 of the east Glamorgan chess 
league, Bridgend B defeated fifth placed 
Cardiff Knights 3-2 to hold on to third 
place in the division. 

The Knight's team consisted of all their up-and- 
coming juniors and they gave the Bridgend players a 
hard fight, with Mathew Bold beating Mark Jones on 
board 1. 

Mike Keam won on 2 against Chirag Guha then 
both Andrew Divetta on 3 and Wayne James on 4 
both won against B Choo Yin and K Choo Yin, but 
on board 5 Megan Richards was too good for Lee 
Burges. 

MK 


Amy Stevens goes on the attack for Pencoed Phoenix 


Pencoed under-lls 
triumph at Brecon 


BANK Holiday Monday came 
round quickly and the selected 
hoys from Pencoed under-lls 
made the trip up to Brecon for 
a tournament. 

Loughor were the first team they 
played and Pencoed managed to score 
five tries in the first half. Loughor did 
not put their heads down and the final 
score was 30-5, 6 tries to 1. 

Lewis Bowen had shown steel and 
adaptability changing positions from 
back row to inside centre and he obvi¬ 
ously relished the change and enjoyed 
running with the ball in hand; a real 
powerhouse! 

The second match was against 
Aberdare and it was a dog fight! It was 
a real scrap between the desire to 
attack but the need to defend. A break 
away try after a period of hard defend¬ 
ing left a score of 7-0 to us. 

The third match saw us facing 
Cwmbran and it was another close 
match where all the skill and ability of 
each boy was needed. 

Partnerships and formations were 
being made with the boys looking for 
each other and knowing where their 
team mates would be and the final 
score of 19-7 showed how well 
Pencoed were playing and developing. 

The fourth match was against 
Gwernyfed. They challenged and nig¬ 
gled but Pencoed were enjoying their 
rugby and it showed in the final score 
of 31-12. 

In the semi-finals Pencoed faced 
Crymych. 

The Crymych side constantly 
chipped harried and ran at Pencoed. 


The ball was deftly moved about the 
park by the hands of the Crymych 
boys. Eventually after two converted 
tries, Pencoed had done it and had 
won. 

The boys faced a huge Brecon team 
in the final. After an early score for 
them, Pencoed hassled and worked and 
drove hard and their work was reward¬ 
ed with a try. 

At half time the score was 2-2 but in 
the second half the boys somehow 
changed to their dancing shoes and 
weaved and jinxed their way to three 
more tries. 

It was an amazing performance of 
real rugby played with heart, soul and 
team work - well done to each and 
every boy, the quality was superb and 
you were well deserved winners. 

After an immense day of rugby from 
some excellent teams and huge sup¬ 
port, Pencoed under-lls were given 
another boost after winning the tourna¬ 
ment. 

Each age group had a man of the 
tournament, chosen by the referees, 
and for the under-lls there were at 
least 10 strong teams from all over 
Wales. 

However, lestyn Gallon, Pencoed’s 
captain, was awarded this accolade, 
having been chosen as man of the 
match in all six matches he played - 
this was with four different referees! 

Well done lestyn, a well deserved 
honour, a training session with the 
Britsh and Irish Lions, now awaits with 
Warren Gatland - guess you can show 
them a thing or two! 

KG 


Hannah Brunskill leaps highest in 
the lineout for the Phoenix. 
PICTURES BY JULIE HANCOCK 


PENCOED Phoenix ^ 
and Seven Sisters f 
ladies met for the 
third time this sea¬ 
son with the greater 
experience of the 
visitors, who last 
season were in the 
Premier League, 
very apparent 
against a Phoenix 
side who were total¬ 
ly committed 

throughout. 

However there is no 
substitute for experience. 
Phoenix are now in their 
third season, and their 
first in National 
Championship league 
one, and they could not 
be expected to match 
their visitors, who are in 
their seventh season and 
have Welsh internation¬ 
als, and seasoned 
Ospreys players within 
their ranks. 

Phoenix second row 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

£. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 
• lt*%« ►tw 0«u% 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
m 01656 349 281 




m 


t-JM 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' BKnds 

•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


JHEABiSILlM(Bairy) 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
•Sy COVERING ALL AREAS JSHJ 
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Digital Aerials from ONLY £49.99 
Sonos Wireless Sound Systems 
Full Home Medio Entertainment Systems 
HD over Cot 5 and Cot 6 
CCTV • Smart TV Installs • All work guaranteed 


Freephone 0808 126 1853 
Cowbridge 01446 439 305 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^_ Barry 01446 743267 
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ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 

Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 

Roofs/Maintenance/ 

Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Karl 07928 381 688 


^ BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 






ACORN ^ 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your- 

patio to building a new extension. 

Qualifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
AAAINTENANCE 


► Painting & Decorating 

► Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 

► Electric 

► Plumbing 

► Handyman Services 


07791 752532 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


P.P. 

BtllLOim 

SERVICES 

* Kitchens • Bathrooms 

* Extensions • Plastering 

* Carpentry • Joinery 

* Roofing • Brickwork 
» Conservatories . , 


NO JOB . '□r r 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 622388 
or 07920 195775 


H.J.BUILDERS 


Experienced 
for all building 
work & repairs. 
Internal & external 
work. Free Quotes. 


07596 951617 



01446 

774484 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALElNOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 




The GEM - Reaching the people from Penarth to Porthcawl 


Plasterers 


Cardiff & The vale 


and rendering services. 
General builders ■ 
all aspects 

07891 259219 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PR OBLEMS 

PROPERTY "5! 
MAINTENANCE ^ 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
’ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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TKiSTiOlOUS 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

07730 203000 / 07730 203000 




1st 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ P/us... 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 





STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

corner to^ (face 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Piants* 

Floyds is a well 
established service 







• Clean, Tidy & Reliable y 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rnmtmrcmC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 





WIDOWS H ^ 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 




Call Martyn on: 
01446 796795 
or 07712 631772 
martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 




PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Competitively priced. 
Discounts for OAPs. 
Book before end of 
April and get 25% off. 

01446 679438 
or 07976 283462 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window TOO UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 




STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 






Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

S 
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GUTTER CLEANING 


INSTALLI' 

ELECTRICAL * i 

Commercial & Dom^ic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY = 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers laasoi 




Gas 

Services 


GARAGE DOOR 

SERVICES I Combination Boiler 

The garage door specialists I & LPG Specialist 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


Use the 
GEM to 
promote your 
business. 

Reach 

43,000 readers 
and be seen 
on the web. 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


The GEM 
01446 
774484 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446 771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 



r Ltd 


The 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressure 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 




Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


Tel: 01656 858997 
\ Mob: 07970 764590 



ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
I I Installer 

t 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefTell@hotmail.co.uk 




B Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 7aaii7 


Brike 

Vue 

Tree SERVias 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELUNG, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

j f Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 
• Regular Grass Cutting • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

v'l ■vv’,- ^yrdcrid ndlaui-■-»< ape.-t-T vk'tw.t n.u k 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 




Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

> All electrical work undertaken 

> Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small. Call Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


MortkdBm 
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BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 



J P Et>WA.RE>S 
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Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 

Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 

Taps & Washers • Radiators ^^4 

I 01-4M7M127 

0771* AOSSSA 

JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 

All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 

TOO SMALL 

01446 

794266 

Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


SfjFL Plumbing & Heating 

S ^ II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service oiily£40yfl 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^T 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators ^ j 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

« Static Homes/Caravans/Boats _ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bairy 




INSTAU^ 

SKIP HIRE LTD^^^r ^ 


Mini, Midi 



& Large 
Builders 
Skips 


Delivered 
& Collected 


Possibly the Cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 





PROPERTY SERVICES LTD 
/ Gardening & Patios 
/ Fascias & Guttering 
/ Painting & Decorating 
/ Kitchen & Bathroom Tiling 


7:01656 840105 M: 07552 574346 
iniff6@whitmaiT|iiropeirtyseirvices.co.uk 


liuifarir^iove^^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 



Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 


We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 


www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 





ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House marntainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 

01446 719555 
L 07798 501267 J 


Driving School Ltd 

S * Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 
• Team from 14 years of age 
• One week crash courses including test 
*** • Automatic Vehicles now available 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Bill Foulds i 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling * 

Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instuUatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service ' 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 , 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


4<J3ltisDaaisTO gts[raai^> 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 
Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 6530M or 07^ 7556TO 
www.sofaicon.co.uk 




Top prices for.. 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

We take all types of metal and metal content items 
from the General Public & Businesses. 
Competitive deals. Tradesmen welcome. 

Find us on Llandow Trading Estate. CF71 7PB 
We now give cash for clothes, books & DVD’s 
Any queries call 07972 510 158 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY! 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price locally QSSSS for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


bar ry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ] 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 






WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07947 093729 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRRP 
£i to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 
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► ABIGAIL ★ ABIGAIL ^ ABIGAIL ★ ABIGAIL 

Happy 10th Birthday 

ABIGAIL’^^i 
BAKER i 

on 15th April 

Have a 

wonderful day. 

Lots of Love, 

Mum, Dad, Joe ^ 
and all the family, w 



HILLS 

Henry Joseph 
(Harry) 

Diane, Helen and 
family would like 
to thank all family 
and friends for their 
sympathy and 
support following 
the loss of their 
father on 25 th 
March, 2013 




LOCAL BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


With the HITS No.1 Ffanchlse 

• A i«r » 9« ■■rwlfi e a fiOOR 
»fleiMMrtto pfpBiicto 
• MMfi winnint u ppart 
Hufe petoMitel I 




atTTO^lHAWT 


01543 482926 
MViw.stArtautosnMrt.co.iik 


^ Chris Davies 

RFGRI J ^ING NOW 


Vull: chri»-d«vie*.co.uK/c«r«^ 


[pc?®s)©Gpa^ 



Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


Do you have a property to rent? 

‘Find a tenant for Free’ 

Throughout April we will find a suitable tenant 
for you at zero cost for properties in CF61, 
CF62 and CF71. 

Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 




W A Brown Son 


FunofiN Directors 




PemOroke Hous«. 

Coilege Street, UOnlwit MJior gk 
01446 792 489 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


n 

W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


HOUSE 

KEEPER 

REQUIRED 

Uantwit Major area. 
General household 
duties, plus child 
care (age 11). Some 
overnight stays. 
Call 07850 902499 

for further information 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 



Italian Leather 
Corner Sofa 

5 Seater, 

Mink colour. 
Cost £1,100, 

Sell £450 
Excellent condition. 

Tel 01446 781982 


Generator 

Parkside 
2800 , as new. 

£130 

Tel: 01446 747680 


Kirby Carpet/ 
Mattress 
Cleaner 

Good condition, 
regularly serviced. 

£75 

01446 781453 or 
07836 324967 


Selection: 

Ladies Alexon 

Full Length Red wool 
coat, size 16 £25. 
6-in-One Music 
Centre Carved 
wooden case £85. 
Two-Way Small 
Radio £6.50. 

All excellent condition. 

01446 794822 ,,,, 


The GEM 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 


I* DEERE 

William (Bill) 

Rosemary and family wish to thank all who attended 
Bill’s funeral service, also for the many cards and 
meassages received and the donations kindly given to 
the Parkinson Disease Society. Thanks to Reverend 
Canon Brunning for taking the service. 

Special thanks to Ralph Austin and the Llantwit Major 
Rugby Club for all their help and support. Also, thank 
you to the staff at Milsom House for their care and to 
Carole and staff at W.A. Brown & Son. 


I* SMITH 

Aubrey 

Peacefully at home on April 6. Beloved husband of 
Joan, a dearly-loved father of Diane and Paul, 
father-in-law to Keith, and a much-loved grampa of 
Robert, James and Isobel. He will be sadly missed. 

Funeral service will be held at Coychurch 
Crematorium on Friday April 19 at 1 lam. 

Family flowers only. Donations, if desired, to the 
British Heart Foundation, c/o Thomas Brothers, 
Green Gate, Ewenny Road, St Brides Major. 


DAVIES 

Myra 

(Tudor Garage) 

Suddenly but peacefully at home on March 27th, 
Myra, loving wife of 71 years to Tom, much loved 
Mam of Valmai and Gavin, grandsons Leighton, 
Michael and mother-in-law of Clive and 
the late Vivienne. 

Service to be held at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Thursday, April 18th at 1.45pm. Family flowers only, 
donations if wished made payable to C!rossroads and 
forwarded to Crossroads, West House, StanweU Road, 
Penarth, CF64 2YG. 


Nancy Catherine 

EVANS 

Doreen, John and family would like to thank all who 
attended Mum’s fiiner^ and to Rev Melanie Prince 
for making the service so special. Also thanks for the 
many cards and donations to Ty Hafan. 


GRIMWOOD ^ 

Violet Ellen 

Passed away peacefully at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital on 31st March, after a short illness, Vi, of 
Llantwit Major. She will be sadly missed by her 
children Brenda, Bob and Jan and her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, Llantwit Major until 
the funeral service on Monday, 15th April 2013 in 
Coychurch Crematorium at 1.45pm. 

Family flowers only, but donations may be made to 
British Heart Foundation c/o the Funeral Director 
(cheques only please). 







I** PENGILLEY 

Joan Mary 

Peacefully on March 31st at University Hospital 
Wales, Cardiff, after a long illness, Joan of 
Rhoose, beloved wife of the late Arthur. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday, April 16th, service 
1.45pm at St Peters Church, Rhoose followed by 
cremation at Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry at 3pm. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, 
to Cancer Research Wales, c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 



CLARKE 

Nee Jenkins 

Christine Jean 

On April 3rd, 2013, at home with her family 
at her side, Christine, aged 57 years. 

Devoted wife of Terry. Much loved mum of Claire, 
MicheUe, Samantha and Richard. Dearly loved nan to aU 
her ten grandchildren. Christine was loved by aU her friends 
and family and will be dearly missed. 

Resting in the private chapel of The Vde Funeral Service, 
181 Court Road, Barry until her service at St Nicholas 
Church, St Nicholas on Monday 15th April at 2.45pm 
followed by cremation at Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry. 

Family flowers only, donations, if desired, can be made 
at the service to Velindre Hospital. Funeral arrangements 
entmsted to Nicola Ellis 01446 407962 



THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2013/00205/FUL 

Proposali/Cynnig: Proposed new dwelling in garden of Highdene, 

St. Nicholas 

Location:/Lleoliad: Highdene, Cowbridge Road, St. Nicholas 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth St. Nicholas 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cals: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2013/00268/FUL 

Conversion of Ashdene Manor existing building into 
three apartments with extensions providing a further 
four apartments with associated appropriate cycle 
and car parking and amenity spaces. Apartments all 
being two bed with en-suite 
Ashdene Manor, Bridgeman Road, Penarth 

Affecting the Penarth 


Listed Building Consent/ 
Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00215/LBC 

Repair and construction work to gable wall 
Long range of stone out buildings, North west of 
Sutton House, Llandow, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00221/LBC 

To upgrade external signwork to the new trading style 
of the applicant 

Lloyds TSB Bank Pic, High Street, Cowbridge 
Grade II 


A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00247/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Installation and operation of a ground mounted solar 

photovoltaic facility (generation capacity of 
approximately 4.9 megawatts) 

Location:/Lleoliad: Treguff Farm, St Mary Church, Cowbridge 


May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2013/00267/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Planning application for the construction of new 

forestry track 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land at Coed Arthur, Llancarfan 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 


Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 

(ENGLAND AND WALES! REGULATIONS. 1999 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Vale of Glamorgan Council, as Local 
Planning Authority, has determined the following application(s), having 
taken into account the information contained within the Environmental 
Impact Assessment accompanying the application(s): 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Decision 


2012/00732/EAR 

Application for approval of Reserved Matters: 
Residential Development (up to 111 dwellings by 
BDW Trading Ltd) and associated infrastructure 
works, parking, servicing and landscaping 
Site known as West Pond, Barry Waterfront, Barry 
Approved 11 March, 2013 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Decision 


2012/00733/EAR 

Application for approval of Reserved Matters: 
Residential Development (up to 136 dwellings by 
Persimmon Homes Ltd) and associated 
infrastructure works, parking, servicing and 
landscaping 

Site Known at West Pond, Barry Waterfront, Barry 
Approved 11 March, 2013 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Decision 


2012/00806/EAR 

Application for approval of Reserved Matters: 
Residential Development (up to 128 dwellings by 
Taylor Wimpey Homes) and associated infrastructure 
works, parking, servicing and landscaping 
Site known as West Pond, Barry Waterfront, Barry 
Approved 11 March, 2013 


Documents relating to the above mentioned application(s) may be inspected 
free of charge at the address below during normal office hours. 

Dated / Dydd led ig: 11 April, 2013 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Gwen (13) in Wales 
under-16s squad 


LOCAL footballer 
Gwen Davies {right) 
was recently select¬ 
ed for the Welsh 
under-16s girls 
national develop¬ 
ment squad 
despite being only 
13. 

After attending a 
development squad train¬ 
ing camp in the National 
Sports Centre Wales, 
Sophia Gardens, Gwen 
was then selected as part 
of the under-15s squad to 
compete in the Bob 
Docherty Trophy in 
Belfast last week. 

The girls flew out of 
Cardiff Airport on Easter 
Sunday, to prepare for 
four matches over four 
days against the 
Republic of Ireland, 
England, Scotland, and 
Northern Ireland. 

The squad comprised 
many girls competing for 
the first time in an inter¬ 
national tournament and 
included Gwen Davies 
and Chloe Jones from the 
Vale Girls EC, who play 
in the South Wales Girls 
League. 

The girls nervously 
began their campaign on 
Easter Monday against a 
very strong Republic of 
Ireland side and despite 
some great football, lost 
4-0. 

After a rest day, the 
girls played well on 
Wednesday morning and 
were narrowly beaten 1-0 
in the closing minutes of 
their game against 



Northern Ireland, after 
dominating possession 
for the majority of the 
game. 

Wednesday afternoon 
saw a determined, posi¬ 
tive side face Scotland 
and after a tense game, 
drew 1-1. Thursday 
morning saw their final 
match against England, 
where the girls showed 
strength and determina¬ 
tion and played some 
excellent football. 

After an exciting 


game, the girls ended the 
tournament on a high, 
beating England 3-1. 

The girls had a great 
time and were all proud 
to represent their country, 
returning home on 
Thursday evening with 
pride, passion and belief! 

Gwen now hopes to 
build on the success of 
the tournament and is 
looking forward to repre¬ 
senting Wales again later 
in the year. 

SD 


Bowling club are 
seeking members 

CADOXTON Bowling Club will be holding 
an open day on Saturday, April 20, from 
10am, at the clubhouse in Victoria Park, 
Cadoxton. 


Return to 
action for 
local junior 
footballers 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR under-16B 
lost 3-2 in a very 
entertaining match 
at Windmill. 

Llantwit went into the 
half time break 2-0 up 
following goals from 
Dan Jennings and Curt 
Pullum. Dan Read was 
outstanding in goal, 
making a string of fine 
saves. 

Tom Rawlings struck 
the crossbar but was 
unable to find the net as 
he has done in recent 
weeks. Mike Milani bat¬ 
tled hard during the 
game and his persistence 
helped in creating the 
second goal. 

The lack of recent 
football and tired legs 
showed in the second 
half, and with no substi¬ 
tutes to call on the boys 
were disappointed to 
come away from the 
game with nothing to 
show for their excellent 
first half performance. 

Llantwit Major under- 
ISA welcomed 
Cadoxton Imps B for a 
top three clash, as well 
as the first of a double 


header with a cup semi¬ 
final against them last 
night (Wednesday). 

Llantwit really came 
out of the traps quickly 
and had Cadoxton 
pinned in their half for 
much of the first half 
hour. 

Liam Butcher scored 
the first two goals with 
some great ball striking, 
with further goals from 
Lewys Brown, Sam 
Snaith and a stunning far 
post volley from Moses 
Gee giving Llantwit a 
commanding 5-0 lead by 
half time. 

Llantwit were maybe 
a bit complacent starting 
the second half and 
Cadoxton scored two 
quick goals to show that 
they were not to be 
taken likely. 

Liam Butcher then 
completed his hat-trick 
to once again set the 
home supporters cheer¬ 
ing. Cadoxton never 
gave up though and 
scored a further goal to 
give Llantwit’s defence 
something to think about 
before the semi-final. 

SC 


Llantwit under-12s 
maintain good form 
with hard-fought win 


ON a near perfect day for a 
game of rugby, Llantwit Major 
under-12s entertained old 
adversaries from Cardiff, St 
Josephs RFC under-12s. 

A quick heel from the base of the 
scrum gave the Llantwit backs an early 
feel of the ball and it was from this 
position that the ball was quickly 
moved out to the left where winger 
Joshua Dunn had his first touch of the 
ball. 

It was not long before the next ruck 
was formed and again the speed and 
skill of the Llantwit forwards won 
quick ball, which was this time fed out 
to outside centre Iwan Robinson- 
Booth, who, not for the first time this 
season, made an arcing run to the left, 
leaving the opposition wing and out¬ 
side centre in his wake and scoring his 
team’s first try of the game. 

The Llantwit forwards were now 
well on top in the set pieces, rucks and 
mauls and open play. It was not long 
before Iwan scored his second try, 
which was a mirror image of the first! 

St Joes were finding it hard to live 
with the Llantwit team in this mood 
and it wasn’t long before the third try 
came via the skill and versatility of 
Brandon Hughes. 

Picking the ball up on the right hand 
touchline, he twisted through two tack¬ 
les, handed off the oncoming rear 
defender and ran another 15 metres 
unopposed to score the third try. 

Dylan Holloway then got on the 
scoreboard with a typical No8 pick up 
and go from the base of the scrum 


Did you know you can read your GEM online? 

Uantwit-major-today. co. uk 


about 15 metres out from the try-line. 

The beauty of this try was that 
instead of running open-side he went 
blind after noticing that the only 
defence was the wing and outside cen¬ 
tre, who was a little too far into mid¬ 
field, giving him a gap big enough to 
get through for his first try of the game. 

A lot of teams would have capitulat¬ 
ed, but not St Joes. They decided 
enough was enough against the ram¬ 
pant Llantwit team and a well-worked 
try with interpassing between backs 
and forwards reaped rewards with a try 
under the posts. 

Llantwit were not to be undone at 
this stage however, and once again 
Iwan Robinson-Booth caught the 
defence of St Joes out by once again 
going left and scoring unopposed 
under the posts. 

Dylan Holloway broke the second 
half deadlock by showing the pace and 
strength of an outstanding No.8 in the 
making. Receiving the ball just on the 
10 metre line, he broke two tackles, 
outpaced the incoming backline and 
went over in the far right hand corner. 

St Josephs once again showed their 
dogged determination by coming back 
at Llantwit. Their forwards just would¬ 
n’t give up and eventually a second try 
came their way through forward play 
down the centre of the field. 

Llantwit were not to be undone, 
however, and the last score had to be 
theirs, and who else should it come 
from but Iwan Robinson-Booth, again 
by sheer skill and pace; he picked up 
the ball just inside the opposition half 
and, leaving all trailing in his wake, 
scored once again over on the left hand 
side of the field. 

The game finished Llantwit 
Major 45, St Josephs 12. 

KVW 
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CAPPA BLEU, A GRAND 
NATIONAL RUNNER-UP! 


LOCAL horse 
Cappa Bleu, ridden 
by trainer Evan 
Williams’ stable 
jockey, Paul 

Moloney, ran a 
grand race to finish 
a nine lengths run¬ 
ner-up to 66-1 out¬ 
sider Aurora’s 
Encore in the 
world’s greatest 
steeplechase at 
Aintree last 

Saturday. 

If the four mile and 
three and a half furlongs 
race had not been a fur¬ 
long shorter than it was 
last year, owing to 
'improvements made to 
the course, Cappa Bleu, 
who was running on 
strongly in the closing 
stages, just as he did last 
year, would, I feel, have 
finished a lot closer to the 
winner. 

Be that as it may, the 
11-year-old Cappa Bleu 
ran a cracking race and 
Evan, who has now 
trained three fourths, a 
third and a second said: 
“I'm getting closer! 
Perhaps Cappa Bleu was 
just caught for a bit of 
speed when the front 
horses kicked for home. 
Now I'm known as the 
trainer who has had five 
placed horses in the 
National.” 


He added: “If I had to 
finish second to anybody 
then to finish second to 
Sue and Harvey - they 
are legends in my eyes - 
and I couldn’t think of 
anyone better to finish 
second to. I think it's 
good for the North that 
they’ve won. 

“I can’t say how much 
it means to people like us 
to compete in this race. 
To see everyone come 
back safe and sound, 
that's what matters. 

“The race went well 
except that we finished 
second. I’ll do all in my 
power to get there, but 
we will enjoy the race. 

“It was fantastic for 
Becky (Rebecca Curtis) 
to finish third with 
Teaforthree. She’s had a 
fantastic season and has 
really upped the ante as 
far as Wales is con¬ 
cerned. Hopefully we’ll 
be back for another 
crack. Winning the 
Grand National is my 
ambition.” 

Cappa Bleu is owned 
by Worcestershire’s 
William and Angela 
Rucker, who are great 
point-to-point supporters 
and no strangers to 
Wales. Obviously, Evan’s 
wife Catherine is tremen¬ 
dously proud of her hus¬ 
band’s achievements as 
is his mother Mary, who 
farms in Pembrokeshire. 

Sadly, Evan’s dad 
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Ford Foeut 
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Rhys, who told me on 
more than one occasion 
how proud he was of 
Evan, died earlier this 
year. 

Cappa Bleu wasn’t the 
only horse from the Vale 
to run in the race as the 
Tim Vaughan trained 50- 
1 chance Saint Are fin¬ 
ished a respecable 9th 
ahead of another Welsh 
trained horse. Always 
Warning. 

TUDOR DOES 
THE DOUBLE 
Cowbridge’s James 
Tudor had a double at 
the South 

Pembrokeshire Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at 

Lydstep near Tenby on 
Easter Bank Holiday 
Monday. 

Tudor, a former 
national champion point- 
to-point rider and assis¬ 
tant trainer to 
Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams, won the first 
division of the maiden on 
the David Brace owned 
and trained Respectueux 
and the intermediate race 
on Renta Gallery, owned 
by Richard and Adrian 
Thomas and trained by 
Amber Griffiths. 

The Erench-bred 
Respectueux won by an 
official two lengths from 
the Llangeinor mare 
Putiacca Bella, ridden by 
Rebecca Leyshon, and 
Renta Gallery, the odds- 
on favourite, finished a 
fence in front of 
Verumontanum. 

In the men’s open 
race, Tudor had tried to 
make all on The Vicar 


and was still in with a 
chance when the ex- 
Venitia Williams gelding 
fell three fences from the 
finish, leaving Myfanwy 
Miles’ prolific seven- 
year-old Findlay’s Find, 
ridden by Ogmore’s Nick 
Williams, to come home 
a distance ahead of 
Tiermore. 

David Brace, sponsor 
of the Dunraven Stud 
Young Horse Maiden 
which was run in two 
divisions, took the sec¬ 
ond with his Dbobe (it 
will be noted that David 
was awarded the OBE in 
the New Year's honours 
list hence the horse’s 
name!). 

Dbobe, the only four- 
year-old in the race, fin¬ 
ished more than 25 
lengths ahead of 
Drombeg West and was 
ridden by Bradley Gibbs, 
who later took a division 
of the open maiden on 
Always Archie owned by 
Caroline Maries and 
trained by Abbi Vaughan 
at Aberthin. 

Kris Hanmer, who 
rides out for Abbi’s hus¬ 
band Tim, landed the 
restricted on 25-1 out¬ 
sider No More Whispers, 
owned and trained by 
Luke Price. No More 
Whispers arrived late on 
the scene to beat 
Hawkeye Native by half- 
a-length. 

The ladies’ open race 
went to Wyn Morris’ 
Fair Point, a former 
inmate of Charlie Mann’s 
yard. Ridden by 
Carmarthen’s Lucy 
Jones, Fair Point had a 


ChipsAway 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

t/Quick i/Convenient ✓^Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 

or visit _ 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 



couple of lengths to spare 
over Pathian Prince and 
Charlotte Evans at the 
finish. 

Mrs Diane Mathias’ 
Lydstep Hills, partnered 
by Charlotte Evans, was 
a 20 lengths winner of 
the members’ race and 
the lightly raced nine- 
year-old has now won 
five of his seven point- 
to-point races. 

Twenty four hours ear¬ 
lier at the Cotley Hunt 
Point-to-Point, Nick 
Williams was successful 
in the mixed open race on 
Kharchturian and the 
open maiden race on 
Alwaysonthemove. 

DOUBLES FOR 
NICK AND TOM 
Ogmore’s Nick 

Williams and 

Llanharan’s Tom David 
both rode doubles last 
Sunday. 

Nick won on Finday’s 
Find (men's open) and 
Alwaysonthemove 
(restricted) at the west 
Wales area club meeting 
at Lydstep and Tom was 
in action at the Cheshire 
Hunt Steeplechases, 
where he won the men’s 
open for Sheila Crow on 
Woodview Prince and the 
open maiden on Mahfal 
for Gary Hanmer. 

At Lydstep, Tiger 
Rag, a 12-1 chance, 
owned and trained by 
Bridgend's Jonathan 
Tudor, won the open 
maiden under Jason 
Cook. There were only 
two starters for the 
ladies’ open and Jenny 
Price, riding her 
Chandlers Cross, beat 
the prolific Lady 
Myfanwy. 

Kris Hanmer won the 
hunts members’ race on 
Hywel Evans’ Tom Bach 
and Bridgend’s Rachel 
Leyshon won the novice 
riders’ race on Wyn 
Morris’ Fair Point, who 
beat another prolific win¬ 
ner Chesnut Annie. 

Bradley Gibbs took 
the mares maiden on Oh 
Suzannah who is owned 
and trained by Pyle’s 
David Brace. 

BRIAN LEE 


TOYOTA IS BACK IN 
THE MPV MARKET 


T HERE are few 
vehicles that will 
transport three 
generations of the 
same family, but 
MPVs {multi-purpose 
vehicle) solve this diffi¬ 
culty. 

Traditionally, though 
there’s one drawback and 
that is that they’re envi¬ 
ronmentally unfriendly gas 
guzzlers, which is why 
Toyota scrapped its popu¬ 
lar Previa. 

However, it has revisit¬ 
ed the MPV, with the 
introduction of the com¬ 
pact yet versatile Verso. 

With its three rows of 
seats the Toyota Verso 
Icon was the perfect solu¬ 
tion for the Saunders fami¬ 
ly when my wife Caroline 
wanted to treat her parents 
to a day out, but didn’t 
want them to drive. 

We drove to her parents 
with Harriett (two) and 
Heidi (three weeks) both 
in their car seats in the 
rear. When we collected 
Caroline’s parents, Harriett 
and Heidi were swiftly 
shoved in the boot. 

Not quite how it 
sounds, because the third 
row of seats fitted snugly 
into the boot floor. They 
were simply pulled up for 
use. 

Initially, it seemed that 
space was tight in the rear, 
but then I discovered that 
the second row slid for¬ 
ward in the same way as 
the front. 

Access to the third row 
was simple because each 
seat in the second row 
folded forward with the 
puU of an easy-to-use 
lever. 

There were only six of 
us and the Verso could fit 
seven, which meant that 
the middle seat in the sec¬ 
ond row was redundant. 
Great then that it could be 
folded down flush to give 
a little extra room. 

We were aU pleasantly 
surprised with how user- 
friendly and versatile the 
seating arrangements were 
in the Verso. The designers 
have clearly thought long 
and hard over the best use 
of space and they have 
done a good job. 

Passengers in the sec¬ 
ond row benefited from 
folding tables, which came 
in very handy when we all 
decided to eat our picnic 
in the car, because it was 
far too cold outside. 

The driver of such a 


MOTORING 
with TIM 
SAUNDERS 


vehicle is always keen to 
know what his passengers 
are doing and so a helpful 
folding panoramic mir ror 
can be found above the 
rear view mirror; a very 
useful tool indeed -1 
could even see my daugh¬ 
ters in the third row. 

Cubbyholes abound for 
all the family clobber. 
When the third row of 
seats is in operation, boot 
space is drastically 
reduced and so it is helpful 
to find a sizeable hidden 
space in the boot floor, 
large enough for a reason¬ 
able size bag, as you can 
see from the videos at 
testdrives.biz. 

The 1.6-litre petrol 
engine can be a little 
lethargic and I had trouble 
selecting second gear - 
the six-speed box not as 
smooth as I would prefer. 
However, the brakes were 
shaip and precise. The 
cmise control could be 


tmsted to keep the set 
speed no matter how 
steep the incline. 

Despite its capabilities 
inside, the Verso felt a rel¬ 
atively small car to drive, 
proving fairly easy to 
park, helped by the addi¬ 
tion of the rear parking 
camera that appeared in 
the media centre in the 
middle of the dash. 

The one thing I could¬ 
n’t come to terms with 
though, was the position 
of the speedometer and 
rev counter. They were 
not directly in front of the 
driver as usual but to the 
left. 

The Verso benefits 
from all the practicality of 
the old Toyota Previa and 
Renault Espace but in a 
more user-friendly and 
compact package, better 
suited to the demands of 
today’s families. 

New price: £15,145 - 
over £19,000 
Top speed: 115mph. 
0-60mph: 11.7secs. 
Economy: up to 50mpg. 
Road tax: £170 a year. 




04 Corsa 
5-dr 1.4 Auto 

Top of the range. 
Lady owner. 12 months 
MoT. No accidents, good 
condition, Reduced price 
+ free holiday for 6. 

£1,875 ono 
07531 372714 
01446 773742 15.6 


52 plate Peugeot 
206 Look 1.4 3-dr 

Metallic silver, remote locking, 
PAS, CD, 1 year Mot, 

4 months tax. 
Excellent condition. 

£995 

01446 794866 
07947 093729,,, 



LANDOW 




' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 0 1446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 


LOCAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES WITH THE UK'S N0.1 FRANCHISE 



Martyn O Rourke became the Auioaniail tranchisee in 
Bodgend 20 months ago 

I *1 proviously worknd a.*; a senior oommoroal marvigar for 
I or« of the high s4roe< barks It was a goocJ ob and I waa 
weW paid, but I had had enough ot workirxi for other 
p«»Qple I roaiy wanted the freedom and chakerge of 
wcxking for myseH. yet 4 needed to be fvianciaify secaire 

•Franch<sir»g seemed the obvious answer and I was instantly attracted to 
Autosman. They have tx>en going ior a long time aro finaricinify vory secure. 
oUer a strong franc^iise paefusge and have an eKCeflenl reputation weh the high 
Street banks i knew that my investment wou^d be in safe hands It's ixA 
surpnsmg that they won the ixosttgous bfa Franchisor of the Veer arward in 
2012 


*After many years o4 being stuck in an office. I love beng out and about every 
day. building my orwn Ousnees. I take my moble shop lo all sofla of dtherent 
customers and they slock up on the prodods they need My customer base is 
realty vanod t $ not just automotrvo busnessos tha« use our products they re 
well respected «n all sorts of markets. My customers even include engineers, 
lood oompar>es and pnosers. 

Tile s mLx:h less cxsmplicaled now ISm no staff to wcxry abexit and, best of all, 
no DOSS watchng over me. Alter many years of corporale life I realty appreoate 
ths freedom and simple^ ufe 


AUTOSMART HAS AN EXCELLENT TERRITORIES 
AVAILABLE IN & AROUND NEWPORT & SWANSEA 


t: 01543 482926 
vkrvvw.startautosmart.co.uk 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 




04 04 BMW Z4 2.2i SE 2-dr. Grey. Full 
Red Leather. Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking. 68k. 


08 08 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTI Sport (95) 
3-dr. Blue. Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking. 60k. 


05 05 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0D SE 4-dr. Green. 
Diesel. Full Beige Leather. MFSW. Cruise 
and Climate Control. 6 CD Player. 70k. 


08 57 BMW 3 Series 320i SE 2-dr. 2.0. Red. 
Auto. Sat Nav. FSH, Cruise and Climate 
Control. MFSW, Parking Sensor. 71k. 


08 58 BMW 5 Series 520D SE 4-dr (177) 2.0. 
Black. Diesel, 1 Owner, Cruise and Climate 
Control, 6-Speed, MFSW, Blue Tooth, 83k. 



09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 90S 5-dr 
Estate. Red. Diesel, FSH, 1 Owner, Alloys. 
Air Con, CD Player. 65k. 


04 04 FORD Fusion 1.4 TDCi 5-dr. 
Silver. Diesel, FSH. Air Con. CD Player. 
£30 a Year Tax. 86k. 


06 06 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 3-dr. Black. 
Alloys. Air Con. CD Player. E/Windows. 
C/Locking. 77k. 


08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Zetec. 

Blue. Diesel. Air Con. Alloys. CD 
Player. £30 a Year Tax. 75mpg. 60k. 


05 05 RANGE ROVER TDV6 Vogue 4-dr. Silver. Diesel. 

Auto. FSH. Sat Nav. Full Charcoal Leather. Parking 
Sensors. Cruise and Climate Control and Much More. 99k. 


£5,990 


£3,390 


£3,890 


£5,290 


£13,490 


?35555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 


__. t 



























































































09 09 SEAT Altea 
2.0TDi Stylance 


£8795 


£19495 


11 11 HONDA Jazz 
1.2iVTEC 


£8795 


£4995 


05 55 RENAULT 
Megane 2.0 Privilege 


£4995 
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Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a dreat deal more! 


Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 


Foiiow us on Facebook 
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PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0S Diesel Tiptronic. 34,380 miles, in black.£29,850 

MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£21,795 

MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

MASARATI Cambiocorsa. 37,535 miles. In grey.£18,995 

MERCEDES Benz C25 Cdi Blue Efficiency. 40,240 miles, in grey.£18,995 

PORSCHE Boxster 2.7.19,300 miles, in grey.£15,995 

CITROEN DSL 1.6 HDi. 11,070 miles, in red .£14,995 

FORD Kuga 2.0TDCi Zetec. 20,570 miles, in blue .£13,995 

MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

MERCEDES Benz SL320 Auto. 69,260 miles, in silver .£13,220 

NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 Dei Sport. 55,100 miles, in grey.£11,995 

MITSUBISHI L200 Double Cab Warrior 2.5 Diesel. 54,900 miles, in black. £11,995+vat 

BMW 320d Msport. 54,050 miles, in red .£11,000 

BMW X3 2.5SE Auto. 54,730 miles, in gold.£10,995 

MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6.13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 7,880 miles in black.£8,995 

MITSUBISHI L200 2.5 4WD. 88,350 miles, in black.£8,995 

JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Supercharged. 91,980 miles, in black .£8,716 

KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SRi. 14,260 miles in blue.£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Edge. 19,130 miles, in red .£7,495 

HONDA Civic 1.3 Hybrid. 55,000 miles in blue .£7,295 

BMW 530D SE Auto. 79,530 miles, in silver.£6,995 

FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 50,025 miles, in white.£6,795 

PORSCHE Boxster 3.2S. 86,195 miles, in black .£6,419 

AUDI A4 2.5TD Cabriolet. 80,715 miles in blue.£5,995 

JEEP Grand Cherokee 2.7 Auto. 74,310 miles, in silver.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4XR. 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,764 

VOLKSWAGEN LT32 2.5. 60,380 miles, in white.£5,000 + VAT 

FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 23865 Van. In white .£5,000 + VAT 

FORD Fusion 1.4 Zetec Tiptronic 35,570 miles, in black .£4,995 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Eleganza. 40,420 miles, in blue.£4,995 

CITROEN C4 2.0 HDi VTR+ 31,780 miles, in grey.£4,995 

HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CDTD. 71,270 miles, in black .£4,995 

SMART Roadster-Coupe. 31,000 miles, in silver.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Breeze. 48,990 miles, in black.£4,695 

CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Auto. 65,010 miles, in blue.£4,695 

MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4SXi 75,430 miles, in silver.£3,695 

FORD Fusion 3 1.6 Auto. 69,965 miles, in silver.£3,695 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto 61,790 miles, in tonic blue.£3,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Van. 50,500 miles in silver.£3,295 + VAT 

MGTF 1.8. 30,990 miles, in silver .£2,809 


New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


To Buyology 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


To the 

Business Centre 


Cardiff Road 




10 60 TOYOTA 
Rav4 2.2D 


04 04 SUBARU 
Impreza 2.0 AWD 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full lealner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 MERCEDES C2500,CGi Sport 
Blue Efficiency Automatic 

Black, fantastic spec, only 15,000 miles 

£19,995 



10 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4 SE Auto 

Met Blue, one owner, 38,000 miles, host of extras. 

£7,995 



09 Nissan Micro 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£4,995 



60 VOLKSWAGEN 
Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match 

Met burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav 

£10,995 


PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list . . 

.£59,995 

JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

MERCEDES C250 CGi Sport Blue Efficiency 

Automatic. In black, fantastic spec, only 15,000 miles, 

looks fantastic .£19,995 

BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match in met 

burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav.£10,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer GS2 1.8 Automatic. In met 

burgundy, 20,000 miles, 1 owner .£8,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

RENAULT Wind Roadster D-Que 1.6. In silver blue with 

black leather, 24,000 miles.£7,995 

FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles .£7,695 

FIAT 500 Sport 1.2. In red, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax, 

low insurance.£7,495 

JAGUAR SType 2.7 Diesel SE. In Jaguar Racing Green 

with full leather only 52,000 miles.£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Verve 5-dr. In black, 21,000 miles, £20 

road tax, low insurance .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 

high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design Automatic 5-dr. In silver, 

11,000 miles .£5,995 

BMW Z4 2.5i. In met grey with leather heated seats, sat 

nav, xenons, etc, 87,000 miles.£5,995 

HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-dr. In silver, 65,000 miles 

with pan roof .£5,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic. In red, 42,000 miles, 

very desirable.£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,695 

NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc ... .£5,495 
NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 

with a/c, cd, alloys .£4,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in black 

with black leather, 65,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic. Met grey, 52,000 

miles with air con.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Club Auto 5-dr. In met gold, 
30,000 miles, a/c, cd .£4,995 


RBC 


56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 
silver, 44,000 miles, low running costs.£4,495 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 

70,000 miles, a/c, alloys.£4,495 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met burgundy, 

27,000 miles .£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

08 CITROEN C3 Cachet 14 5-dr. In silver, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,295 

08 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-dr. In red, 41,000 miles, low 
insurance, £20 road tax.£4,295 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.5DCi Dynamique. In met blue, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner, full glass roof.£4,295 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Diesel LX Estate. In silver, 86,000 
miles .£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c, £30 RFL .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4. In silver blue, 52,000 miles, 
convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

06 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-dr. In yellow, 50,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,795 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr. In met blue. 

Ideal family hatch at.£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,495 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

56,000 miles .£3,495 

55 RENAULT Modus Privilege Auto. In gold, 34,000 

miles, superb example.£3,495 

05 PEUGEOT 206 SE 1.6 5-dr. In electric blue, 51,000 
miles, a/c, c/d, etc .£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr. In dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Automatic 5-dr. In black, 

66,000 miles .£2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Life. In met grey, 63,000 mile 7 

seater at.£2,995 

54 ALFA Romeo 156 Veloce 2.0 JTS. In met blue, 70,000 

miles, full leather .£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. In silver mint, 80,000 

miles .£2,695 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full 

leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-dr. In met blue, 77,000 

miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 

03 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Active 5-dr. In silver, 63,000 

miles, superb throughout .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Agila 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,995 



57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE 
Automatic 

In red, 42,000 miles, very desirable 

£5,995 



11 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr 

Yellow, 5,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£5,995 



08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 
Estate 

In met gold, 29,000 miles 2 owners 

£5,695 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

ection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUFT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • AH CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDLT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 


^ black lOrs^ 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



Oiir diagnostic services are used by Sytner, Stratstone, Dick Lovett, Evans Halshaw, Sinclair 
and many other franchised dealers. 

The Only German & Performance epecialiat in Wales where all our technicians are Master level certified 
Former Dealer Staff - ATA Master Level certified and Manufacturer trained 

BMW, Mercedes, Porsche, VAG, Ferrari. Maseratl, Lamborghini Dealer equipment diagnostics & training 
Up to 60% savings on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 
RAC Inspected Oarage with 100% RAC Rat1r>g phis Full OFT Approval 

Free Mercedes arKi Lexus Courtesy Cars Including Free Vehicle Collection and Courtesy car drop off 
Country Wide Recovery arxJ Car Transportation 

Full Bodywork. Dent Repairs, Alloy Wheel refurbs, Valeting/Detalling services available 
Accident Recovery with Free Local Recovery and full claims rnanager^ient services 
Latest Hunter 4 Wheel Computerised Algnment & Comer Weight Mandng 

The Difference: Quality through Qualified and Experienced Staff & Comprehenelve Tooing 

5 & 10 Woodham Road. Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

Service & Repairs: 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
Bodywork & Accident Recovery. 02921 660 906 



E WO SPECIALISTS 
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THE ATHLETIC ARE 
OVERPOWERED BY 
LEAGUE LEADERS 


GEM sport 


Pencoed have too 
much for visitors 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
leaders Ebbw Vale 
showed why they 
hold that exalted 
position, running in 
seven tries in a 45- 
20 victory at 
Waterton Cross 
over Bridgend 
Athletic. 

The previous week 
they had come within a 
whisker of beating 
Premiership leaders 
Pontypridd in the Swalec 
Cup before an injury 
time converted try gave 
Ponty a 31-30 victory. 

To the Athletic’s credit 
they never gave up and, 
with their 15-man brand 
of running rugby, became 
the first side this season 
to cross the Steelmen’s 
try line on three occa¬ 
sions. 

The Athletic were very 
quickly out of the blocks 
and a break by centre 
Michael Hathaway from 
halfway was only halted 
just short of the try line. 

Ebbw Vale turned over 
possession and set the 
tone for the game by run¬ 
ning the ball out from 
behind their try line. 

Only desperate 


defence from young 
youth centre Chris Price, 
making his debut on the 
wing, and full back 
James Olds halted the 
move on halfway. 

The Athletic were 
playing very well and 
excellent defence, partic¬ 
ularly from centres 
Michael Hathaway and 
Tom Morgan and 
flankers Ben Thomas and 
Sean Williams, halted the 
free flowing Ebbw Vale 
side. 

The same quartet and 
full back James Olds 
were also causing the 
Steelmen to defend 
against their own attack¬ 
ing moves. 

The deadlock was 
finally broken in the 21st 
minute. Erom a five- 
metre line out, the Vale 
drove at the Athletic try 
line and powerful lock 
and captain Damien 
Hudd forced his way 
over from close range; 
outside half Josh Lewis 
converted. 

Erom the restart, the 
Vale were penalised for 
offside and outside half 
Steve Lewis slotted the 
40 metre penalty. 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 27 


Bridgend boy in 
RL select team 

SOUTH Wales Scorpions’ scrum-half 
Ollie Olds has been named in the 
Northern Rail Cup team of the month for 
March. 

The side was first announced in the new Rugby 
League World magazine that was released on Eriday, 
April 5. 

“I’m really pleased to have been chosen for the 
team of the month,” said Ollie. “It means a lot to me 
that it was selected by the head coaches from the 
clubs.” 

The 19-year old has been playing rugby league 
for over seven years after starting out with Brynteg 
School in Bridgend. 
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Tom Morgan breaks through with Sean Williams in support. 
PICTURE BY GLENNSPORTS 


Pyle and Kenfig honours 
two stalwarts of club 



Left to right: Mel Jones, John Adsley (vets captain), David Henry (vets 
president), Brian Williams, Barrie Edwards (club captain). 


THERE was a full 
turn out at a recent 
dinner at Pyle and 
Kenfig Golf Club to 
honour two gentle¬ 
men who have 
served the club at 
various levels over 
many years. 

They now play in the 
veterans section, a sec¬ 
tion each has enthusias¬ 
tically supported over 
recent years. 

Mel Jones, who 
joined P&K in 1965, is a 
former club captain, 
having earned the privi¬ 
lege by serving on the 
main club committee for 
some years. He was a 
trustee between 2006 
and 2010. 

Within the veterans he 
has been a committee 
member, temporary 
treasurer, secretary, cap¬ 
tain and president. 

To the outside world 
he is known as the 
organizer of the club and 
society open days, which 
are extremely popular 
and attract golfers from 
near and far. 

Brian Williams is 
very well known in the 
area as for many years 
he was one of those rare 
creatures - a popular 
bank manager. He joined 
the club in 1970 and was 


club treasurer, known as 
chairman of finance, for 
three years. 

Within the veterans he 
has been a committee 
member, captain and 
treasurer. On the golf 
course, he once reached 
the final of the Cocks of 
the North and more 
recently won a mixed 
open when, by his own 
admission, he was car¬ 
ried by his wife! 

Both regaled us with 
many humorous stories 
of past events in the 
club. Mel recalled 
speaking to a distin¬ 
guished Japanese visitor 
in ‘pidgin English’ only 


to learn that the gentle¬ 
man actually spoke per¬ 
fect Queen’s English. 

Wearing my inves¬ 
tigative journalist hat, I 
tried to find evidence of 
any misdemeanors by 
either of these gentle¬ 
men but none was to be 
found. All reports sub¬ 
stantiated the claim that 
their behavior has been 
impeccable! 

To contact Pyle & 
Kenfig Golf Club, please 
telephone 01656 

783093/771613 or 
email: secretary@pand- 
kgolfclub.co.uk. 

JM 


Bridgend bridge 
club results 

On Wednesday, April 3, Dave Barwood 
and Wendy Williams were convincing 
winners ahead of joint second-placed 
Irene Thomas and Graham Jones, and 
Mary Moore and Di Jones. 

Eriday night was a lot closer, with Steve Burgoyne 
and Bill Turner winning by less than a point from 
John and Christine Evans, with Mary Moore and 
Tony Disley just two points behind in third spot. 

This week sees the start of Thursday afternoon 
sessions at Nolton Church Hall for learning/develop¬ 
ing players who will play a friendly duplicate com¬ 
petition with coaching available from experienced 
club members. 

It starts at 2pm and finishes at 5pm - all welcome. 

SB 


WITH a firm pitch 
to their liking, 
Pencoed extended 
their winning new 
year run to seven 
matches, having too 
much pace all round 
for visitors Vardre 
in this 48-20 victory. 

The home team sur¬ 
vived a scare in the open¬ 
ing minute, the ball going 
loose following a lineout 
turnover and only the 
alertness of young 
flanker Curtis Williams 
saved a score. 

Pencoed then picked 
up a yellow card, with 
the visitors capitalising 
immediately to score 
from the catch and drive, 
flanker Jason Lewis get¬ 
ting the touchdown to 
lead 0-5. 

Pencoed were on top 
in the early scrummages. 
The front row of Nicky 
Hawkins, hooker Tom 
Drew, and Sean Donovan 
kept the visitors under 
constant pressure, and 
they soon got their 
reward with a pushover 
try from player/coach 
Aaron Halse, Marc 
Davies adding the extras. 

Pencoed soon, 

increased their lead, 
when wing Liam Halse 
counter-attacked down 
the right hand touchline. 
He found cousin Aaron 
in support inside and the 
ball was moved swiftly 



Liam Halse. 
PICTURE BY 
JULIE HANCOCK 

through several pairs of 
hands for full back Glen 
Hiscocks to finish off. 

Hiscocks then got 
back to save a certain 
score following a break¬ 
down in his threequarter 
line. Good hands from 
forwards Howells, 
Donovan and Halse 
moved the ball back 
inside for centre Scott 
Narbeth to race in, and 
Davies converted for the 
home side to lead 19-5. 

On the stroke of half 
time, Vardre second row 
Tom Scott cut through 
from 20 metres for a 
good try and at the break, 
Pencoed led 19-10. 

Pencoed opened the 
second half with a penal¬ 
ty from Davies, who then 
set up Pencoed’s bonus 
point try with the initial 
break, before feeding 
supporting flanker 
Williams who timed the 
final pass well to put 


Hiscocks in for his sec¬ 
ond try; Davies convert¬ 
ed to stretch the home 
lead to 29-10. 

Williams then won a 
turnover on halfway 
before the ball was 
spread wide to wing 
Halse, who made ground, 
before the supporting 
Davies scored at the 
posts; the conversion a 
formality. 

Vardre were next on 
the scoreboard, left wing 
Joseph crossing wide out. 

A clever lineout move 
from Pencoed straight 
from the training ground 
got them the next score. 
Following a middle of 
the line take, Halse 
slipped a clever inside 
feed to replacement 
hooker leuan Watkins, 
who crashed over. 

Vardre loose head 
Taylor then forced his 
way over for his team’s 
try bonus before Pencoed 
had the final say with a 
try from young substi¬ 
tute, flanker Tom Burke, 
Davies converting for a 
match haul of 18 points. 

Flanker Paul 

Macfarlane, playing at 
No 6, won man of the 
match with his forceful 
running throughout, put¬ 
ting his team on the 
offensive. 

On Saturday Pencoed 
visit Maesteg Celtic and 
will want to reverse their 
November home defeat. 

TR 
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